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Foreword 

 

It gives me great pleasure to present the Class 10 Competency-Based Item 
Bank, an important academic initiative of the Mizoram Board of School Education. 
This publication reflects our steadfast commitment to nurturing meaningful learning 
and strengthening assessment practices in accordance with the National Education 
Policy 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023. 

This Item Bank is the result of dedicated collaborative effort. Experienced 
teachers first developed the questions during an intensive workshop, after which they 
were reviewed and refined by subject experts from Azim Premji University to ensure 
clarity, fairness, and academic excellence. The collection comprises 357 questions 
from the Class 10 syllabus, including both multiple-choice and constructed-response 
formats. These items are designed to assess a broad range of cognitive abilities — 
from recalling and understanding concepts to applying knowledge, analysing 
information, evaluating ideas, and fostering creativity. 

To support effective learning and transparent evaluation, each question is 
accompanied by a comprehensive marking scheme, including acceptable alternative 
responses and value points. This resource will serve as a guide for teachers in 
developing competency-based questions and will be a valuable tool for planning 
assessments, as well as for students preparing with confidence and clarity. 

I look forward to seeing this Item Bank play a meaningful role in advancing 
competency-based education in our schools and in promoting deeper, more purposeful 
learning among our students. I extend my sincere appreciation to all educators and 
experts who contributed their time, effort, and expertise to this endeavour. 

 

JH Zoremthanga 
Chairman, 

Mizoram Board of School Education 
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Item Bank – English 
Mizoram Board of School Education (MBSE), Mizoram 

 
 
 

Introduction 
This Item Bank – English for class 10, Mizoram contains 108 items – both Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) 
and Constructed Response (CR – which includes all other item types). All items in this Item Bank are 
Competency-based as per NEP 2020 and learning standards in NCF-SE. Items map to different cognitive levels 
– Remember, Understand, Apply, Analyse, Evaluate, Create. The quality parameters of validity, reliability, and 
fairness have been kept in mind while designing the items. Detailed marking schemes have been included for 
all CR items, including scope for alternative answers and corresponding value points. This Item Bank is 
designed to be used by both teachers and students. 
 

Summary table 
 

Content domains Remember Understand Apply Analyse Evaluate Create 
Total no. 
of items 

Reading 
Comprehension 

1 
- 

5 
4 

- 
2 

2 
2 

2 
1 

- 
1 

10 MCQs 
10 CRs 

Writing - - 10 - - 10 20 CRs 

Grammar - - 20 - - - 20 MCQs 

Prose 
Coursebook 

3 
- 

7 
2 

2 
- 

6 
1 

- 
6 

- 
1 

18 MCQs 
10 CRs 

Literature 
Reader 

- 1 - 
1 
2 

1 
2 

- 
3 MCQs 
4 CRs 

Poetry Coursebook - 
2 
2 

- 
5 
2 

- 
1 

- 
7 MCQs 
5 CRs 

Drama 
Literature 
Reader 

- - - - 1 - 1 CR 

TOTAL 4 23 34 21 14 12 108 
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Domain: Reading Comprehension 

 
Unseen Passage 1 

What we know about LA fires victims 
 
At least 25 people have died as wildfires rage in Los Angeles - and there are fears the number will rise. 
 
Officials say it may take several weeks to identify victims as traditional methods - such as fingerprinting and 
visual identification - may not be possible. 
 
Here is what we know about those who are reported to have died, according to their family members and 
international media. 
 
Victor Shaw 
 
Victor Shaw died trying to defend his home from the wildfire in Altadena, his family said. 
 
The 66-year-old's body was found on the side of the road by his property, with a garden hose in his hand. The 
property had been in Mr Shaw's family for nearly 55 years, it reported. 
 
Mr Shaw lived at the home with his younger sister Shari, who said she tried to get him to evacuate with her on 
Tuesday night as the fire moved closer. 
 
She said that he refused because he wanted to try to fight the fire, adding that she had to flee because “the 
embers were so big and flying like a firestorm”. 
 
Ms Shaw said that she would miss her big brother. 
 
“I'll miss talking to him, joking about, travelling with him and I'll just miss him to death,” she said. “I just hate 
that he had to go out like that.” 
 
Source: BBC (https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxe6lzvx9wo) 
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MCQ: 1 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Remember Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  With whom did Victor Shaw live? 

Key  His sister, Shari. 

Distractor 1  No one – He lived alone. 

Distractor 2  His parents. 

Distractor 3  His big brother. 

 

MCQ: 2 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Sequence the events in the passage. 
 

1. Victor stayed back home and lost his life. 
2. Wildfires raged through LA. 
3. Media outlets interviewed people affected by the wildfires. 
4. Shari tried to convince her brother to leave. 

Key  2, 4, 1, 3 

Distractor 1  1, 2, 3, 4 

Distractor 2  4, 3, 2, 1 

Distractor 3  3, 1, 4, 2 
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MCQ: 3 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
What does the following sentence mean in the context of the passage? 
 

‘there are fears the number may rise.’ 

Key  The number of wildfire victims are likely to increase. 

Distractor 1  The wildfires have led to an increase in temperature. 

Distractor 2  More family members are expected to die in the wildfires. 

Distractor 3  More people are likely to flee Los Angeles due to wildfires. 

 
 

MCQ: 4 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  Which picture communicates the meaning – ‘raging wildfires’. 

Key  
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Distractor 1  

 

Distractor 2  

 

Distractor 3  

 

 
MCQ: 5 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  Why was Victor Shaw found dead with a gardening hose in his hand? 

Key  He was trying to extinguish the wildfire. 

Distractor 1  He was about to water his garden plants. 

Distractor 2  He was fixing the water supply. 

Distractor 3  He was going to keep the hose way. 
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MCQ: 6 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
Identify a word (verb) from the passage that means the following: 
 

‘to move people from a dangerous place to somewhere safer’ 

Key  evacuate 

Distractor 1  flee 

Distractor 2  fight 

Distractor 3  defend 

 
MCQ: 7 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Analyse Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
Identify the tone of Shari in the context of her statement – “I just hate that he had to 
go out like that.” 

Key  Frustrated 

Distractor 1  Gloomy 

Distractor 2  Nostalgic 

Distractor 3  Upset 
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MCQ: 8 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Analyse Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Look at this sentence from the passage. It is presented here in two parts. 
 

At least 25 people have died as wildfires rage in Los Angeles… (First part) 
- and there are fears the number will rise. (Second part) 

 
What is the relationship between the first and second parts of the sentence? 
 
The second part: 

Key  elaborates the problem in the first part. 

Distractor 1  is the same as the second part. 

Distractor 2  contradicts the first part. 

Distractor 3  Solves the problem in the first part. 

 

MCQ: 9 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Evaluate Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

‘Agree’ or ‘Disagree’ with each of these statements in the context of the given 
passage. 
 

1. Family members are hesitant to speak to media outlets. 
2. The wildfires have only resulted in property damage. 
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3. Some of the houses have been in families for generations. 
4. People have responded to the wildfires in different ways. 

Key  1. Disagree; 2. Disagree; 3. Agree; 4. Agree 

Distractor 1  1. Agree; 2. Agree; 3. Disagree; 4. Disagree 

Distractor 2  1. Disagree; 2. Agree; 3. Disagree; 4. Agree 

Distractor 3  1. Agree; 2. Disagree; 3. Agree; 4. Disagree 

 
MCQ: 10 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Evaluate Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

After the wildfires, local governments are looking for solutions to reduce loss of 
property. Identify which ideas are solutions and which are not. 
 

1. Make multiple entrances and exits in the house. 
2. Make concrete houses instead of wooden houses. 
3. Maintain “green” vegetation in areas prone to wildfires. 
4. Stop the use of coal, firewood, petrol, etc. 

Key  1. Not a solution; 2. Solution; 3. Solution; 4: Not a solution 

Distractor 1  1. Solution; 2. Not a solution; 3. Not a solution; 4: Solution 

Distractor 2  1. Solution; 2. Not a solution; 3. Solution; 4: Not a solution 

Distractor 3  1. Not a solution; 2. Solution; 3. Not a solution; 4. Solution 

 
 
CR: 1 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 
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Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
Identify the sentence from the passage which tell us that the LA wildfires got 
worldwide attention. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student picks the correct sentence from the passage – ‘Here is what we know 
about those who are reported to have died, according to their family members 
and international media.’ 

1 

Student picks any other sentence from the passage. 
No response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 

0 

 
CR: 2 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Infers the figurative meaning of words and phrases as given in the texts read. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Read the following statement given by Shari. What do the highlighted words mean in 
the context of the passage? 
 

“I just hate that he had to go out like that.” 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student uses ‘to die’ or any other words/phrases implying the same meaning. 1 

Student makes any other interpretation not related to the above. 
No response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 

0 
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CR: 3 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  2 

Item stem  Why did Victor Shaw want to stay at home during the wildfires instead of fleeing? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student describes how Victor wanted to stay at home during the wildfires 
instead of fleeing because he wanted to protect his home e.g., by putting out 
the fire using water from the garden hose, as he was sentimentally attached to 
his family home of nearly 55 years (main reason). 
 
Note: The underlined portions can be phrased any way as long as the same 
meaning is communicated. It is not necessary for the garden hose example or 
‘55 years’ to be mentioned. 

2 

Cut 1 mark if the main reason is not mentioned. 1 

Cut not more than ½ mark in total if more than 2 spelling and/or grammatical 
errors. 

 

Student describes any other reason not related to the above. 
No response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 

0 

 
CR: 4 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  1 
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Item stem  
Why are traditional methods of identifying victims not possible in the case of 
wildfires? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student deciphers that traditional methods of identifying victims is not 
possible in the case of wildfires as the body is too burnt to leave any 
fingerprints or visual identifiers. 

1 

Student describes any other reason not related to the above. 
No response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 

0 

 
CR: 5 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses words according to the context and delineates them in speech and writing. 

Marks  2 

Item stem  

Read the following sentence from the passage. Use the highlighted word in a 
sentence of your own. 
 

‘Mr Shaw lived at the home with his younger sister Shari, who said she tried 
to get him to evacuate with her on Tuesday night as the fire moved closer.’ 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student uses the word ‘evacuate’ in a plausible sentence of their own. 1 

Student uses the word ‘evacuate’ in a sentence, but it is implausible. 
No response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 

0 

 
CR: 6 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
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interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Read the following excerpt from the passage and convert it to indirect/reported 
speech. 
 

“I'll miss talking to him, joking about, travelling with him and I'll just miss 
him to death,” she said. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student converts the given direct speech into indirect/reported speech – ‘She 
said that she will miss talking to him, joking about, travelling with him and 
that she will just miss him to death.’ 

1 

Cut ½ mark if student makes 1-2 errors (not more).  

More than 2 errors, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 0 

 
CR: 7 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Analyse Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  3 

Item stem  
The passage describes the fire as ‘raging’ and says embers were flying ‘like a 
firestorm’. What effect do these descriptions have on the reader? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student’s response analyses how the word choice in the passage communicates 
the seriousness and danger of the wildfires. The response is well-structured. A 
clear connection is made between the words used and the effect they have on 
the reader. 

3 
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Student’s response analyses how the word choice in the passage communicates 
the seriousness and danger of the wildfires. However, the response is not well-
structured. A weak connection is made between the words used and the effect 
they have on the reader. 

2 

Student’s response only agrees that the descriptions affect the reader, but the 
effect is not analysed. No connections are made. 

1 

Cut not more than ½ mark in total if more than 2 spelling and/or grammatical 
errors. 

 

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is 
reproduced. 

0 

 
CR: 8 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Analyse Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-2.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings 
C-3.1 Analyses and evaluates the different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently. 

Marks  3 

Item stem  
Comment on the kind of relationship that Victor and his sister share. Cite evidence 
from the passage to support your answer. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student’s response analyses that Victor, and his sister share a close bond, they 
care deeply for each other. – 1 mark 
Cites evidence from the passage to support the response e.g., Shari tried hard 
to convince Victor to evacuate (reason 1) and that Shari reminisces about the 
time she spends with her brother and misses her terribly (reason 2) – 1+1 
marks 
 
Cut marks accordingly for missing details. 

3 

Cut not more than ½ mark in total if more than 2 spelling and/or grammatical 
errors. 

 

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is 
reproduced. 

0 
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CR: 9 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Evaluate Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-1.1 Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreement and 
disagreement with reasons, and arrives at conclusions through discussion and 
debate 

Learning Outcome 
 Speaks or writes on variety of themes. 

 Talks on key contemporary issues like social justice, environment, gender, 
etc., in speech and writing. 

Marks  3 

Item stem  
Wildfires may be due to both natural and human causes. Is there a similar issue 
(either natural or human made) that you find around yourself that causes loss of 
human life or property? Suggest at least two specific solutions to combat this issue. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Student identifies a similar issue (either natural or human made) in their 
surroundings that causes loss of human life or property e.g., landslide, 
earthquake, flood, or road accident. – 1 mark 
Student suggests at least 2 specific solutions for the identified issue. – 1+1 marks 
 
Cut marks accordingly for missing details. 

3 

Cut not more than ½ mark in total if more than 2 spelling and/or grammatical 
errors. 

 

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced. 0 
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CR: 10 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Reading Comprehension 

Competency  
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experiences and experiences of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes paragraphs, narratives, etc., by planning revising, editing, rewriting, and 
finalising. 

Marks  5 

Item stem  

Write a dialogue between Victor and Shari when she tried to convince him to 
evacuate, and he refused. 
 
Your dialogue must impactfully communicate Victor’s refusal to evacuate and an 
emotional appeal from sister to brother. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Format: Names of speakers, use of (:) or (-) – 1 mark 
Content and vocabulary: Creative use of persuasive words/ exclamations that 
impactfully communicate the refusal of Victor to evacuate and the emotional 
appeal from sister to brother – 2 marks 
Structure: Conversation flows smoothly with a logical beginning and end – 2 
marks 

5 

Cut 1 mark if the word choice is limited in usage of persuasive words/ 
exclamations, affecting the impact of the dialogue. Cut 1 mark if the format is 
followed but the dialogue seems incomplete or disjoined/interrupted. Cut not 
more than ½ mark in total if more than 2 spelling and/or grammatical errors. 

 

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is 
reproduced. 

0 
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Domain: Writing 

CR: 1  

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Formal letter)  

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

You are the Secretary of the Art and Craft Club of your school. Your club has 
decided to organise an exhibition of the items you have created. The amount 
collected by selling the items would be used for the benefit of the school. Write a 
letter to your Principal seeking permission for the same and specify the use of the 
total collection from this exhibition.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Details out the use of the monetary collection from the exhibition. 

 Details out the plan of exhibition for seeking permission. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 2  

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive Apply Content Domain   Writing (Formal letter)  
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level   

Competency 
  

C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, notices, 
creative slogans, advertisements) and for school newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning 
Outcome  

Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on visual or 
verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

Recently, you came across the following news that talks about the cessation of serving mid-day 
meals in Mizoram schools. 

Write a letter to the Editor sharing your observations on the functioning of mid-day meal at your 
school. 

 School name: Little Hearts Government Senior Secondary School, Falkawn 

 Absence and irregularity of cook 

 Frequent change and new appointment of cook 

 Gradual decrease in the quantity of food 
 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
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organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Includes all the key observation points mentioned in the question. 

 Writes in detail the observations made on the functioning of midday meal at school. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 3 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Formal letter)  

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

You have received an invitation to become a member of the jury panel in the annual 
singing competition of your town. A jury panel member is a part a small group who 
judges the performances in an event. Draft a letter accepting the proposal and 
confirming you position in the jury panel. 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Shows gratitude for the opportunity. 
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 Accepts the proposal marking availability for the event.  
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 4 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Message) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

You are Mamee. You are leaving for your friend’s place when you receive a call for 
your younger sister, Angam. 
 

Ri Ki: Hi! I’m Angam’s friend, Ri Ki. Is she home? 
Mamee: No, she’s out. But I can take your message if you want? 
Ri Ki: That’ll be great. Thanks! Please tell Ri Ki that the dress rehearsal for 
our dance function is postponed to Thursday.  
Mamee: Oh! What happened? 
Ri Ki: Actually, our costumes are still not ready! We are trying our best to 
complete them as soon as possible! 
Mamee: Ah! I see. I’ll pass on the message to Ri Ki. Is there anything else? 
Ri Ki: That’ll be all, thanks! 

 
Leave a message for your sister. Write in not more than 50 words.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
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Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes Ri Ki’s message for Angam in brief sentences. 

 States the reason why she is not available. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
 
CR: 5 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Message) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   
Your parents are not yet home from work, and you need to leave for your music 
class. Write a message in not more than 50 words asking them not to prepare dinner 
because you would like to make a special meal for them tonight. 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Requests parents not to cook dinner for the night. 

 States in brief about the special dinner plans. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  



21 
 

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 6 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Notice) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

You are David, the Student President of your school. Your school is organising a 
donation drive for the refugee children living in the camps near the border.  Write a 
notice in not more than 50 words requesting all the students to take part in this 
donation drive.  

Date for donation drive: 1st April 2025 
Time: 12-1 PM (Lunchbreak) 
Location: School Assembly Hall 
Items for donation: Old winter clothes, books, bags, stationery materials. 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the cause and purpose of the drive. 

 Mentions the key points given in the question and details of the requirements for the donation drive. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
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Accuracy: 1 mark 
 No grammatical or spelling errors.  

 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 7 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Notice) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

As the class monitor of your section, draft a notice in not more than 50 words 
requesting your classmates to join a meeting for the upcoming Teacher’s Day 
celebration. 

Date: 31st August 2025 
Time: 10:30 AM 
Place: Classroom, X-B 
Points of discussion: Sharing responsibility to write thank you note for each 
teacher, decoration, gifts, food and drink 
 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the cause and purpose of the meeting. 

 Mentions the key points given in the question. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 
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 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
 
CR: 8 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Notice) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

You are Sangliana, the Secretary of the Reader’s Club of your school. Your school 
has invited a famous writer of your state, Zoramthanga to read out his recent book 
The Golden Years of My School. In the book, he shares his enriching experiences 
from his school days and how these experiences have shaped him as a person to 
successfully navigate through life. Draft a notice for the students of classes 9-12 to 
attend the reading session with Zoramthanga. 

Date: 3rd June 2025 
Time: 10:00 AM 
Place: School Library 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the cause and purpose of the meeting. 

 Mentions the key points given in the question. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 
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 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    

 
CR: 9 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Invitation) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

Your father is retiring from his service as a teacher next week and your mother has 
planned a small surprise party for him. Draft an invitation for your extended family 
and family friends to celebrate the occasion. 

 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the occasion and the plan for the guests. 

 Specify all the required details for the party, e.g., date, time, place, keeping it a secret from father, dress 
code if any, etc. 

Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    
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CR: 10 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Invitation) 

Competency   
C-1.3 Writes for real-life situations (invitations, speeches, condolence messages, 
notices, creative slogans, advertisements) and for school 
newsletter/magazine/journal. 

Learning Outcome  
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.    

Marks   5 

Item stem   

Your neighbourhood is organising a Local Food Carnival as a part of Pre-Christmas 
celebrations. You have been given the responsibility to draft the notice for this 
occasion, inviting all families of the neighbourhood to set up food stalls. 

 Each family stall must serve one dish only. It can be a family favourite! 

 The price per portion should not go above ₹100. 

 No plastic! – Only environmentally friendly cutlery and packaging are 
allowed. 
 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to format, content and 
organisation of content are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the details of the occasion and the plan for the event. 

 Mentions the key points given in the question and add one’s own, if required, while specifying all the 
required details like date, time, place, etc. 

Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 1 mark 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0.    
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CR: 11 

 

Class   10   Subject   English 

Cognitive level   Apply Content Domain   Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc. 

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Write an article for your school magazine on the health hazards posed by junk food 
in 150 words using the following points: 

 What do we mean by junk food? 

 Impact of junk food on the physical health of growing children 

 Reasons for the popularity of junk food among children 

 Mass media popularizing junk foods among children 

 Possible solutions for combating the problem at different levels—society, 
media, family etc 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks when all the following points related to content, organisation of 
ideas and accuracy of grammar and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on 
the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 4 marks  

 Defining junk foods 

 Negative impact of junk food 

 Causes of the popularity of junk food 

 How to create awareness regarding the evil effects of junk foods 
Organisation of ideas: 3 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 The response has a beginning, middle and an end, and the ideas flow logically  

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of spelling, grammar or punctuation 
  
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0.     
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CR: 12 

 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level   Create Content Domain  Writing (Letter to the editor) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc. 

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Read the following newspaper report published in a local newspaper and write a 
letter to the Editor of the paper highlighting the growing menace of cybercrime 
across the country and the need for taking stringent measures by the government to 
curb the growing menace. 
 

Over Rs 4.09 lakh was debited from the bank account of a 36-year-old man 
after he clicked on a link sent by a fraudster claiming to provide subsidised 
loans under the Prime Minister’s Kisan Yojana. The victim’s phone was 
hacked, and transactions were allowed through OTP access. Following a 
complaint by the victim, the Aizwal cybercrime police booked a case. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks when all the following points related to content, organisation of 
ideas and the format, and accuracy of spelling, grammar and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks 
will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 3 marks  

 Discusses the menace of cybercrime in general with a particular reference to the news item 
published in the newspaper 

 Discusses the need for creating public awareness regarding the danger of cybercrime by fraudsters 

 Suggests measures to be taken by the Government to prevent the occurrence of similar incident3 
Organization of Ideas and format: 4 marks 

 Uses the appropriate format  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 The response has a beginning, middle and an end, and the ideas flow logically  

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of spelling, grammar or punctuation 
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CR: 13 

 
 
  

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc. 

Marks  10 

Item stem  
Write an article on the popularity of social media among the students of the present 
generation highlighting its importance for the academic advancement of the students 
of Mizoram. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to content, organisation of 
ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these 
points. 
Content: 4 marks  

 Discusses the causes of the popularity of social media among the students. 

 Discusses how social media contributes to the academic advancement of the students. 
Organisation of ideas: 3 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No grammatical or spelling errors.  
  
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0.     
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CR: 14 

 
 
 
 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level   Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.   

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Write a report on the celebration of World Environment Day in your school in about 
150 words with the help of the cues given below:  
 

 The date, place and the arrangement for the function 

 Objectives of celebrating World Environment Day: Generating awareness among the students 

 The Chief Minister of Mizoram gracing the occasion, and asking the students to take steps to reduce pollution, 
conserve resources and protect the environment 

 The concluding remarks by the Principal of your school 
 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of 
these points:  
 
Content: 4 marks 

 All the four points given in the item stem are present in the response 
Organisation of ideas: 3 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of grammar, spelling and punctuation marks 
  
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0.     
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 CR: 15 

 
 
 
 
 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level   Create Content Domain  Writing (Formal letter) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc. 

Marks  10 

Item stem  

A new revised version of the book entitled ‘Culture and Folklore of Mizoram’ has 
just been released. Write a letter to the publisher, The Publications Divisions, 
Government of India, Soochna Bhavan, CGO Complex New Delhi 110001 
requesting that a copy of the book be sent to you, giving your address. Your letter 
should have the following parts: addresses of the receiver and the sender, the 
salutation, the body of the letter, and the closing phrases and your signature. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to format, content, the 
organisation of content, and accuracy of grammar, spelling and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks 
will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Format: 3 marks 

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content:  2 marks 

 Writes about the details of the book 

 Specifies the mode of payment. 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks 

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of grammar, spelling and punctuation 
 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0.  
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CR: 16 

 

 
 
 
 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.   

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Write an article on how the natural resources of Mizoram can be utilised for the 
economic growth of the state. Your article must include the following points: (Word 
limit: 150 words) 

 About 57% of Mizoram’s area is covered by bamboo 

 Mizoram produces areca nut, ginger, turmeric and strawberries 

 Deposits of coal, limestone, silica sands 

 Blue mountains, picturesque villages and waterfalls 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to  content,  the  
organisation of content, and accuracy of grammar, spelling and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks 
will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 4 marks 

 Uses the points appropriately to highlight the natural resources of the State and the importance of 
bringing economic growth with the help of natural resources 

 Uses clear and relevant information, showcasing extensive knowledge with the topic.   
 Discusses the potentiality of tourism and cottage industry in the State 

Organisation of ideas: 3 marks 
 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of grammar, spelling and punctuation 
 

Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0. 
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CR: 17 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.   

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Critically examine the following picture and respond to the following question: 
 
Write an article on how you enjoy these activities in your school, and how these 
activities make learning fun for children in schools. (Word limit: 150 words) 
 

 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to content, the 
organisation of content, and accuracy of grammar, spelling and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks 
will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
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Content: 4 marks 
 Writes about the various activities shown in the picture 

 Describes how they perform different activities in schools 

 Reflects on these activities and describes how they enjoy the activities 

 Suggests various ways in which they would like to perform these activities to make their days in the 
school enjoyable 

Organisation: 3 marks 
 The visual inputs are used accurately and appropriately to convey the message  
 The article has a beginning, a middle and an end and there is cohesion among the paragraphs 
 Tone is appropriate for an intended purpose.  

Accuracy: 3 marks 
 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context.  
 No spelling, punctuation, or grammatical errors. 

 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0. 
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CR: 18 

 
  

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.   

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Writer an article on the topic ‘Digital classrooms are better than traditional 
physical  
classrooms’ in 150 words using the cues given below. 

 Greater flexibility in time and location 

 Diverse learning materials 

 Interactive multimedia content 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to content, the 
organisation of content, and accuracy of grammar, spelling and punctuation are present in the answer. 
Marks will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 4 marks 

 Interprets the given inputs/cues appropriately; justifies a position with supporting evidence. 

 Uses information indicating knowledge/experience with the topic 
Organisation: 3 marks 

 Strong sense of structure, paragraphing, and sequence. 

 The article has a beginning, a middle and an end and there is cohesion among the paragraphs 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 Varied sentences; wide range of vocabulary 

 No errors of Spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0. 
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CR: 19 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Create Content Domain  Writing (Article) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of others 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc. 

Marks  10 

Item stem  

Analyse the picture and the cues given below and write an article for your school 
magazine on ‘Addiction to smartphones is affecting the mental health of the 
students’. 
 

 
 
Your response should include the following negative points: 

1. Decrease in physical movement 
2. Reduced interaction with family and friends 
3. Cyberbullying 
4. Loss of sleep and appetite 
5. Fight with parents for increasing screen time 
6. Inability to concentrate on studies 
7. The online world seems more interesting and school seems less interesting 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks when all the following points related to content, organisation of 
ideas and the format, and accuracy of spelling, grammar and punctuation are present in the answer. Marks 
will be deducted based on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 4 marks 

 Interprets the given inputs appropriately; justifies a position with supporting evidence. 
Organization of ideas: 3 marks 

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language. 

 The response has a beginning, middle and an end, and the ideas flow logically  
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 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context. 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of spelling, grammar or punctuation 
Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 0. 
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CR: 20 

Class  10  Subject  English 

Cognitive level   Create Content Domain  Writing (Diary entry) 

Competency 
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experience and experience of other. 

Learning Outcome 
Writes personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on 
visual or verbal clues, textual inputs, etc.  

Marks  10 

Item stem  

You went on a trip to New Delhi for the Republic Day celebration last year. Write a 
diary entry describing the trip, how you went, itinerary, places visited and the overall 
experience. Your diary entry should include the following points: 

 Booking tickets from Lengpui airport to New Delhi. 
 Your parents seeing you off at the airport. 
 Your uncle and aunt receiving you at New Delhi airport. 
 Your travel to India Gate to see the Republic Day parade. 
 Your uncle and aunt taking you out for a visit to Rashtrapati Bhavan, Rajghat 

Memorial, Chandi Chowk, Qutab Minar, Jantar Mantar and the National 
Museum. 

 Your return journey and arrival at Aizwal. 
 You overall impression of the visit. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response 

The response will be awarded 10 marks only when all the following points related to format, content and 
organisation of  ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the absence 
of any of these points:  
Format: 1 mark  

 Accurately uses the format.  
Content: 4 marks  

 Mentions visits to all the places mentioned in the item stem 

 Reflects on the visits and records how he/she felt during the trip 
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks  

 Ideas are extremely clear and coherent with an appropriate use of language 

 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context 
Accuracy: 3 marks 

 No errors of grammar, spelling and punctuation  
 Irrelevant response, sentence copied from the question, illegible response, or no response will be awarded 
0.     
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Domain: Grammar 

 
MCQ: 1 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar 

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks 1 

Item stem  

A man told his daughter to keep his car key on the table. After some time, he asked 
her if she had followed his instruction.  
 
Choose the daughter’s reply in passive voice. 

Key  It has been kept on the table. 

Distractor 1  It was kept on the table. 

Distractor 2  It had been kept on the table. 

Distractor 3  I have kept it on the table. 

 
MCQ: 2 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Choose the correct infinitive to complete the sentence below: 
 
While going for a walk this morning, we completely forgot ________ whether the 
road construction was over. 

Key  to check 

Distractor 1  checking 

Distractor 2  to be checking 

Distractor 3  to checked 
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MCQ: 3 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
Caroline has been going to the gym every morning for a long time. She has the 
intention to continue doing this. When she tells her friends, the correct sentence with 
the appropriate tense would be: 

Key  I go to the gym every morning.  

Distractor 1  I will be going to the gym every morning.  

Distractor 2  I am going to the gym every morning.  

Distractor 3  I have been going to the gym every morning.  

 
MCQ: 4 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Read the dialogue and choose the correct option:  
 

Mother: Can you buy some groceries on your way back home?  
  
The correct way to report the above incident to your friend at school is:  

Key  My mother asked me if I could buy some groceries on my way back home.  

Distractor 1  My mother asked me if I can buy some groceries on my way back home.  

Distractor 2  My mother has asked me to buy some groceries on my way back home.  

Distractor 3  My mother had asked me to buy some groceries on my way back home.  
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MCQ: 5 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

I wake up at 5 o’clock in the morning every day.   
 
Which of the following can substitute the given sentence in its past continuous 
tense?  

Key  I was waking up at 5 o’clock in the morning.  

Distractor 1  I had been waking up at 5 o’clock in the morning.  

Distractor 2  I woke up at 5 o’clock in the morning.  

Distractor 3  I had woken up at 5 o’clock in the morning.  

 
MCQ: 6 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  
He asked, “Shall we go to school on Teacher’s Day?”   

 
Which of the following can substitute the given speech in its indirect form?  

Key  He asked if they should go to school on Teacher’s Day.  

Distractor 1  He asks if they should go to school on Teacher’s Day.  

Distractor 2  He asked if they shall go to school on Teacher’s Day.  

Distractor 3  He asked if they should be going to school on Teacher’s Day.  
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MCQ: 7 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 

Marks  1 

Item stem  

“He struggled along, enduring many hospitalizations.”  
 
Which of the following can substitute the given sentence in its past perfect 
continuous tense?  

Key  He had been struggling along, enduring many hospitalizations.  

Distractor 1  He was struggling along, enduring many hospitalizations.  

Distractor 2  He had struggled along, enduring many hospitalizations.  

Distractor 3  He has been struggling along, enduring many hospitalizations.  

 
MCQ: 8 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem  Which of the following sentences is grammatically correct?   

Key  The actor arrives at the airport.  

Distractor 1  The actor arrive at the airport.  

Distractor 2  The actor arriving at the airport. 

Distractor 3  The actor is arrives at the airport.  
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MCQ: 9 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem  Which of the following sentences uses the correct preposition?  

Key  I came by bus.  

Distractor 1  I came in bus. 

Distractor 2  I came with bus.  

Distractor 3  I came on bus.  

 
MCQ: 10 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem  

Rini and her sister are planning to go out for dinner. However, looking at the weather, 
Rini suggests: 
 

If it rains in the evening, __________________. 
 
Choose the correct clause to complete Rini’s suggestion. 

Key  we should cancel our dinner plans 

Distractor 1  we need to cancel our dinner plans 

Distractor 2  we are cancelling our dinner plans 

Distractor 3  we will cancel our dinner plans 

 
Note: The next 10 grammar MCQs (11-20) are based on the text ‘Wangari Maathai’ from the Coursebook. 
These are designed as samples to showcase how grammar can be both taught and assessed using content 
available in textbooks. 
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MCQ: 11 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  

Identify the part of the sentence that indicates negation. 
 

 

Key  Part 3 

Distractor 1  Part 1 

Distractor 2  Part 2 

Distractor 3  Part 4 

 
MCQ: 12 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  
Choose the sentence that correctly nominalises the adjective in the sentence. 
 

We continue to be restless. 

Key  We continue to have restlessness. 

Distractor 1  Our restlessness is continuous. 

Distractor 2  We are restless in our continuation. 

Distractor 3  Our continuation is restless. 
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MCQ: 13 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning 
Outcome 

Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  

Identify which part of the sentence is an adjective phrase: 
 

 

Key  Both Part 1 and Part 2 are adjective phrases 

Distractor 1  Only Part 1 is an adjective phrase 

Distractor 2  Neither Part 1 nor Part 2 are adjective phrases 

Distractor 3  Only Part 2 is an adjective phrase 

 
 
MCQ: 14 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  Identify the sentence from ‘Wangari Maathai’ expressing exclamation. 

Key  We owe it to the present and future generations of all species to rise up and walk! 

Distractor 1  They are poor and have no cash income… 

Distractor 2  ‘Inequality breeds insecurity,’ she said. 

Distractor 3  
We can never be all equal, but we can ensure we do not allow excessive poverty or 
wealth. 
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MCQ: 15 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  

Identify the sentence containing the superlative forms of adjectives from this 
sentence: 
 

Wangari Maathai was a young girl growing up in the early 1940s in the small 
village of Ithithe in Kenya and life was next to perfect. 

Key  The youngest tree in the garden is already bearing fruit. 

Distractor 1  Both the young and the old have a lot to learn from each other. 

Distractor 2  First serve food to the eldest members of the family. 

Distractor 3  Are you younger or older than your brother? 

 
MCQ: 16 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  
Identify the sentence that converts the given sentence into an interrogative: 
 
There were leopards and elephants in the thick forests around… 

Key  Were there leopards and elephants in the thick forests around? 

Distractor 1  What was in the thick forests around? 

Distractor 2  Where were the leopards and elephants? 

Distractor 3  Around when were there leopards and elephants in the thick forests? 
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MCQ: 17 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  

Identify the sentence which is the correct transformation of the following sentence 
from affirmative to negative. 
 

Inequality breeds insecurity. 

Key  Inequality does not breed insecurity. 

Distractor 1  Equality breeds security. 

Distractor 2  Equality does not breed security. 

Distractor 3  Inequality cannot breed insecurity. 

 
MCQ: 18 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  
Identify the subject-verb concord error in the following sentence: 
 

Kenya’s forests were being clear and replaced by commercial plantations. 

Key  ‘clear’ should be ‘cleared’ 

Distractor 1  ‘replaced’ should be ‘replace’ 

Distractor 2  ‘were being’ should be ‘are being’ 

Distractor 3  ‘Kenya’s forests’ should be ‘Kenya forests’ 
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MCQ: 19 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  Identify the sentence that contains a non-finite verb. 

Key  
This experience made her determined to address the main cause of poverty and 
environmental destruction. 

Distractor 1  The movement demanded a peaceful transition to democracy. 

Distractor 2  
After further studies in Germany, she returned to a newly independent Kenya in 
1966. 

Distractor 3  
Wangari Maathai was active in the National Council of Women of Kenya from 1976 
to 1987… 

 
MCQ: 20 

Class  10 Subject  English 

Cognitive level  Apply  Content Domain  Grammar  

Competency C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  

Marks 1 

Item stem  

Identify the sentence which has an adverbial phrase. 
 
Sentence 1: Wangari Maathai died of cancer at the age of 71 on 25 September 2011. 
Sentence 2: In 2004, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Key  Both Sentence 1 and Sentence 2 

Distractor 1  Only Sentence 1 

Distractor 2  Only Sentence 2 

Distractor 3  Neither Sentence 1 nor Sentence 2 
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Domain: Prose, poetry and drama (Literature) 

 
MCQ: 1 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from the story The Lap of Honour. Which trait of Murray 
Halberg’s character does it highlight?  
  

He was terribly disappointed at his failure. He felt he had let his country 
down. Was there any use in trying again? In the end, he decided that he 
would make another attempt. Now twenty-three, Halberg changed himself 
from a human being into a running machine. It seemed he could feel neither 
pain nor tiredness; there was hardly any feeling left in him. There was 
nothing except running in his life.  

Key   Determination  

Distractor 1   Enthusiasm  

Distractor 2   Stoicism  

Distractor 3   defeatism  

  
MCQ: 2  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from Two Gentlemen of Verona and answer the question 
given below:  

  
One boy had on a worn jersey and cut-off khaki pants; the other a shortened 
army tunic gathered in loose folds about his skinny frame. Yet, gazing at the 
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two little figures, with their brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes, 
we felt ourselves strangely attracted.  
  

Identify the closest meaning of the word in bold as used in the extract.  

Key   serious  

Distractor 1   deceptive  

Distractor 2   gloomy  

Distractor 3   bright  

  
MCQ: 3  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from Two Gentlemen of Verona. Select the most 
appropriate option to complete the sentence given below the extract:  

  
There was a pause. Nicola was glaring at his young brother in vexation. We 
could not think of troubling you, sir, he said to me.  

  
Nicola reacted to the narrator’s offer_______________.  

Key   politely  

Distractor 1   timidly  

Distractor 2   haughtily  

Distractor 3   casually  

  
MCQ: 4  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  
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Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from David’s Story and answer the question:  
  

Don’t be afraid to say ‘no’ to friends pressurizing you to do something you 
know you should not be doing. It is your life, and no one should decide how 
you should live it.   

 
How did David feel when he gave her the advice?   

Key   remorseful  

Distractor 1   cheerful   

Distractor 2   boastful  

Distractor 3   mournful  

  
MCQ: 5 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

With reference to the story David’s Story, read the following statements and choose 
the correct answer.  
  

Statement 1: David’s Story is one of courage because he refused to give up 
even though his health was deteriorating.  

  
Statement 2: David’s story is one of courage because Tete had the courage 
to ask David about his dreadful disease.  

Key   Statement 1 is True and Statement 2 is False  

Distractor 1   Statement 1 is False and Statement 2 is True  

Distractor 2   Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are False  

Distractor 3   Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are True  
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MCQ: 6  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse    Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text; presents orally or in writing  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

With reference to the story of Wangari Maathai, read the following statement and 
choose the correct answer.  
  

Assertion (A): Wangari Maathai’s early work as a vet took her some of 
Kenya’s poorest areas.  
Reason (R): Wangari Maathai became a heroic figure in the international 
struggle for a greenery world.  

Key   Both A and R are True, but R is not the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 1   Both A and R are True, and R is the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 2   A is True and R is False  

Distractor 3   Both A and R are False  

  
MCQ: 7  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Remember   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently   

Marks  1 

Item stem   What fatal disease did David suffer from?    

Key   AIDS   

Distractor 1   Cancer   

Distractor 2   Hepatitis   

Distractor 3   Tuberculosis   
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MCQ: 8  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Read, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently   

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from David’s Story, and answer the question that 
follows:  
  

Making my way back home, there was no doubt in my mind. I was not alone. 
I sensed David watching over me with love and concern.  

 
How was the speaker’s state of mind when she was returning home after visiting 
David’s grave?  

Key   peaceful  

Distractor 1   remorseful  

Distractor 2   distressed  

Distractor 3   obsessed  

 
MCQ: 9  

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text; presents orally or in writing.   

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the extract from Two Gentlemen of Verona and answer the question as 
directed:   
   

“Don’t buy,” warned Luigi, our cautious driver. “You will get much better 
fruits in Verona. Besides, these boys…” Yet, gazing at the two little figures, 
with their brown skins, tangled hair and dark earnest eyes, we felt ourselves 
strangely attracted.”   
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Statement 1: The driver had a poor opinion about the boys selling wild 
strawberries   
Statement 2:  The driver thought that the strawberries were of poor quality   

Key   Statement 1 and statement 2 are true.   

Distractor 1   Statement 1 is true and statement 2 is false.   

Distractor 2   Statement 1 is false and statement 2 is true.   

Distractor 3   Statement 1 and statement 2 are false.   

  
MCQ: 10 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Draws references from books, newspapers, internet, etc. and interprets using 
analytical skills.   

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from Two Gentlemen of Verona and choose the correct 
option. 
  

“They sat beside me, not speaking. For my part, I did not say a word.”    
 
 Why didn’t the writer say a word to the boys sitting beside him?  

Key   Respect for their privacy  

Distractor 1   Respect for their devotion  

Distractor 2   Concern for their sister  

Distractor 3   Concern for his security  

  
MCQ: 11   

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Remember   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  
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Marks  1 

Item stem   
In the story, The Day of an American Journalist in 2889, Mr. and Mrs. Bennet had 
lunch together even though they were miles apart. Which technological 
advancement made this possible?   

Key   Phonotelephote 

Distractor 1   Phototelegram 

Distractor 2   Accumulator 

Distractor 3   Video conferencing 

  
MCQ: 12 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experiences as reflected in the 
text.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the extract taken from the story A Face on the Wall and answer the question 
that follows by choosing the correct option.  
  

He seemed to be astonished as indeed he might, but he complied. With 
extreme deliberation, he took out his case and handed me his card.  

  
The reasons why Mr. Ormond Wall handed his card to a stranger could be:  

1. He wants to keep in touch with the stranger.  
2. He doesn’t want to be bothered further.  
3. He is in a hurry and does not have time.  
4. He just wants to make him happy. 

Key   2 and 4  

Distractor 1   1 and 2  

Distractor 2   1 and 4  

Distractor 3   2 and 3  
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MCQ: 13 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material   

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the extract taken from the story A Face on the Wall and answer the questions 
that follows by choosing the correct option.  
  
After coming to our senses, we looked round for Rudson-Wayte, who had brought 
this snake to bite our bosoms, but he too had disappeared.  
  
What would the listeners feel about Rudson-Wayte’s disappearance?   

Key   betrayed   

Distractor 1   annoyed  

Distractor 2   confused   

Distractor 3   exposed  

  
MCQ: 14 

Class   10  Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Remember   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)   

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends and responds to complex texts independently.   

Marks  1 

Item stem   Why did David ask Tete not to take life for granted? (David’s Story)  

Key   Life is precious  

Distractor 1   Life is transitory  

Distractor 2   Life is uncertain  

Distractor 3   Life is complicated  
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MCQ 15  

Class   10  Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Uses words according to the context and delineates them in speech and writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from A Face on the wall and answer the question that 
follows:  
  

I still tingle with mortification over an experience at Dabney’s last evening, 
the only satisfaction being that others tingle with me.  

 
Which of the following words can replace the word ‘mortification’ in the extract 
quoted above?  

Key   humiliation  

Distractor 1   jubilation  

Distractor 2   abstraction  

Distractor 3   hallucination  

  
MCQ 16  

Class   10  Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Apply   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Uses words according to the context and delineates them in speech and writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract from The Lap of Honour and select the antonym for the 
word given in bold.   
  

Back in New Zealand, he seriously took up the task of helping disabled 
children.  

Key   casually  

Distractor 1   earnestly  
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Distractor 2   solemnly  

Distractor 3   surreptitiously  

 
MCQ 17   

Class   10  Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text, presents orally or in writing   

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Which of the following character traits of Nicola and Jacopo impressed the narrator 
in the story Two Gentlemen of Verona?  
  

1. simplicity   
2. dignity   
3. nobility  
4. maturity 

 

Key   3 & 4    

Distractor 1   1 & 2   

Distractor 2   1 & 4   

Distractor 3   2 & 4  

  
MCQ 18  

Class   10  Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Analyse  Content Domain   Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text, presents orally or in writing   

Marks  1 

Item stem   
Why did the narrator in A Face on the Wall make the following statement before 
beginning his story: 
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‘Well,’ he said, ‘not a story in the ordinary sense of the word: nothing, that 
is from hearsay, like most of your examples. 

Key   to ensure a willing suspension of disbelief by the audience   

Distractor 1   to ensure the total attention of the audience  

Distractor 2   to ensure the active participation of the audience   

Distractor 3   to ensure the plausibility of the story by the audience  

 
MCQ: 19 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyze   Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about literary devices 
like onomatopoeic sounds, symbols, metaphors, alliterations, comparisons, allusions 
and the poet’s or the writer’s point of view.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following extract taken from Written in the Fields and select the figure of 
speech used by the poet in the underlined section of the extract:  
   

Watching the sailing cloudlet's bright career,  
He mourns that day so soon has glided by:  
E'en like the passage of an angel's tear   
That falls through the clear ether silently.  

Key   Simile  

Distractor 1   Metaphor  

Distractor 2   Personification  

Distractor 3   Alliteration  

  
 MCQ: 20 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyze   Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  C-2.1 Analyses and evaluates different audio and written material 

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  
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Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following two extracts taken from two poems by John Keats and identify 
the figure of speech common in both the extracts.  
  

a. To one who has been long in the city pent,  
’Tis very sweet to look into the fair  
And open face of heaven,—to breathe a prayer  
Full in the smile of the blue firmament,  
(Written in the Fields)  

  
b. The Poetry of earth is never dead:  

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun,  
And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run  
From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead;  
(On the Grasshopper and Cricket)  

Key   Personification   

Distractor 1   Simile   

Distractor 2   Metaphor   

Distractor 3   Alliteration   

 
MCQ: 21 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text; presents orally or in writing.   

Marks  1 

Item stem   

With reference to William Cooper’s poem The Poplar Field, read the following 
statements and choose the correct answer.  
  

Assertion (A): The poet was heartbroken when he returned to his favourite 
place.  
Reason (R): The place has lost its essence that gave it a favourite spot in his 
heart.  
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Key   Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 1   Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 2   A is True and R is False  

Distractor 3   Both A and R are False  

 
MCQ: 22 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text; presents orally or in writing.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the following excerpt from Rabindranath Tagore’s The Hero and answer the 
question by choosing the correct option.  
  

The neighbours, though, would say, ‘What luck   
Khoka was with his mother!’  

  
How do the above line project the society’s perspective on women?  

Key   Woman as a dependent member of the society.  

Distractor 1   Woman as a gentle member of the society.  

Distractor 2   Woman as a witty member of the society.  

Distractor 3   Woman as a lucky member of the society.   

  
MCQ: 23 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand   Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Read, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   In the poem Money-Madness by DH Lawrence, why does the poet say money is a 
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collective madness?   

Key   Because he believes that society is obsessed with acquiring wealth.   

Distractor 1   Because he thinks that money is a term for mindless consumption.   

Distractor 2   Because he assumes that money ruins the collective goodness of man.   

Distractor 3   Because he reflects that people are judged by the amount of money they own.   

 
 
MCQ: 24 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand   Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Read, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Read the lines from the poem The Brook by Alfred Tennyson.  
  

I chatter, chatter, as I flow  
To join the brimming river,  

  
What does the poet mean by the phrase ‘I chatter’?  

Key   The sound of brook while flowing over rocks.  

Distractor 1   The sound of brook hitting the banks.  

Distractor 2   The sound of brook while meeting the river.  

Distractor 3   The sound of the brook over the plains.  

 
MCQ: 25 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Identifies significant literary elements such as figurative language — metaphor, 
imagery, symbol, simile, intention or point of view, rhyme scheme, etc. 

Marks  1 
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Item stem   

In the poem The Brook, Alfred Tennyson repeats the following line thrice.  
  

For men may come and men may go,  
But I go on forever.  

  
What impact does this repetition create upon the reader?  

Key   It keeps reminding the reader that the brook is immortal.  

Distractor 1   It keeps reminding the reader that humans cannot become the brook.  

Distractor 2   It keeps reminding the reader that the brook is proud.  

Distractor 3   It keeps reminding the reader that the brook is superior to human.  

 
MCQ: 26 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Analyse   Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experience as reflected in the 
text; presents orally or in writing  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

With reference to the autobiography of Helen Keller The Story of My Life, read the 
following statements and choose the correct answer.  
  

Assertion (A): In the initial years, Helen Keller found solace only around her 
mother.  
Reason (R): On request, her mother made her delicious ice-cream for 
dinner.  

Key   Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 1   Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A  

Distractor 2   A is True and R is False  

Distractor 3   Both A and R are False  
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MCQ: 27 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Evaluate   Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experiences as reflected in the 
text.  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

What proves that people under the threat of famine can behave like beasts.  
  

Statement 1: People come out on the streets to parade.  
Statement 2: People rob each other for necessities.  
Statement 3: People kill each other for entertainment.  
Statement 4: People become selfish and destructive.  
  

Identify the correct statements with reference to the story The Paper Plague by Eero 
Tolvanen.  

Key   Statement 2 and Statement 4  

Distractor 1   Statement 1 and Statement 2  

Distractor 2   Statement 3 and Statement 4  

Distractor 3   Statement 1 and Statement 3  

 
MCQ: 28 

Class   10  Subject    English  

Cognitive level   Understand   Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency  
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome  Read, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks  1 

Item stem   

Choose the correct sequence in which the narrator of the story, The Paper Plague, 
realises that the world is hit by the plague.  
  

Sentence 1: There were layers of grey dust across the room and on the 
walls.  
Sentence 2: All paper wrappings, books and covers vanished from the 
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market.  
Sentence 3: His collection of books and the salary had turned into dust.  
Sentence 4: Only metal and plastic articles remained around the city.  

Key   Sentence 1, 3, 2, 4  

Distractor 1   Sentence 2, 1, 4, 3  

Distractor 2   Sentence 4, 2, 3, 1  

Distractor 3   Sentence 3, 4, 1, 2  

 
CR: 1 

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level     Evaluate  Content Domain    Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency   
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings  

Learning Outcome   Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently   

Marks     5  

Item stem    

Read the following extract from The Lap of Honour and answer the question that 
follows:   
   

After his great victory in the 5000 metre race, everyone thought that 
Halberg would win the 10,000 metre race easily. But Lydiard found a 
change in Halberg now.   

   
What is the change referred to in the extract quoted above? Do you think that this 
change had a connection with Halberg’s experience of winning the Olympic final 
despite the paralysis of his left arm?   

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points  
Content: 3 marks    

 Halberg wanted to live his own life and do something useful with his life, rather 
than winning races   

  Despite his paralysed left arm, Halberg became a great athlete, and realized that 
physically challenged persons could succeed in life   

  He realized that his involvement with disabled children would bring him a deeper 

  
  

5   
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sense of fulfilment than his Olympic victory.   
Organisation of the writing: 1 mark    

 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors 

The response will be awarded 4 marks only when all the points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points  
Content: 2 marks    
 Two of the following three points are mentioned:  

 Halberg wanted to live his own life and do something useful with his life, rather 
than winning races   

  Despite his paralysed left arm, Halberg became a great athlete, and realized that 
physically challenged people could succeed in life   

  He realized that his involvement with disabled children would bring him a deeper 
sense of fulfilment than his Olympic victory.   

 Organisation of the writing: 1 mark    

 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any errors of spelling and 
punctuation  

4   
   
   
  

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when all the points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points   
Content: 1 mark 

 All the three points are not mentioned    
Organisation of the writing: 1 mark 

 The writing is not well organised, and there is a lack of cohesion among the 
sentences   

Accuracy: 1 mark 
 Sentences are grammatically incorrect but do not impede the meaning completely.   

3  

The response will be awarded 2 marks only when all the points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points  
Content: 1 mark 

 Writes about one or two points out of the three points mentioned.   
Organisation of the writing: ½ mark 

 Writing is poorly organized: ½ Mark  
Accuracy: ½ mark 

2 



66 
 

 Sentences are grammatically incorrect, and it impedes the meaning   

The response will be awarded 1 mark as specified below:  
Content: 1 mark 

 Only one point out of the three points is mentioned.   
Organisation of the writing: 0 

 The writing is poorly organized.   
Accuracy: 0 

 Sentences are grammatically incorrect, and it impedes the meaning   

1   

No response   0   

  
CR: 2  

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level    Analyse  Content Domain    Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency    
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings.   

Learning Outcome   
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.   

Marks    4   

Item stem    

 Read the following extract from David’s Story and answer the question that 
follows:   
 He said to me in a whisper, ‘Tete, I want you to learn from me. Having a good time 
and enjoying life does not mean putting your life at risk.  
 
Why did David ask Tete to learn from him? Do you think that David’s utterances 
were a confession of his guilt rather than general advice to a friend?  

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

The response will be awarded 4 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points: 
 Content: 2 marks 

 Writes about David’s mistakes and how he suffered in his life   

 Writes about David’s repentance and his eagerness to protect Tete from putting her 
life at risk 

Organisation of the writing and accuracy: 2 marks 
 The writing is well organized and persuasive and brings out the writer’s point of 

4   
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view: 1 mark    

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any errors of spelling and 
punctuation: 1 mark  

The response will be awarded 3 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark 
Writes about one of the following points: 

 Writes about David’s mistakes and how he suffered in his life   

 Writes about David’s repentance and his eagerness to protect Tete from putting her 
life at risk   

Organisation of the writing and Accuracy: 2 marks    

 The writing is well organized and brings out the writer’s point of view: 1 mark    

 Sentences are grammatically correct with occasional errors of spelling and 
punctuation: 1 mark  

3   

 The response will be awarded 2 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark 
Writes about one of the following points: 

 Writes about David’s mistakes and how he suffered in his life   

 Writes about David’s repentance and his eagerness to protect Tete from putting her 
life at risk 

Organisation of the writing and Accuracy: 1 mark 
 The writing is well organized, but does not bring out the writer’s point of view:  ½ 

mark    

 Sentences are not grammatically correct with   errors of spelling and punctuation: 
½ mark   

2   

 The response will be awarded 1 mark as specified below:    
Content: 1 mark                                
Writes about one of the following points: 

 Writes about David’s mistakes and how he suffered in his life   

 Writes about David’s repentance and his eagerness to protect Tete from putting her 
life at risk   

Organisation of the writing and accuracy: 0 marks 
 The writing is not well organized and does not bring out the writer’s point of view. 

 Sentences are not grammatically correct and it impedes the meaning of the 
response  

1   

No response   0   
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 CR: 3  

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level     Evaluate   Content Domain    Prose (Coursebook)   

Competency    
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and interpreting 
possible meanings.   

Learning Outcome   
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.   

Marks    4   

Item stem    

Read the following extract from A Face on the Wall and answer the question that 
follows:   
 

I still tingle with mortification over an experience at Dabney’s last evening, 
the only satisfaction being that others tingle with me. 

   
Why does the author feel humiliated over the experience at Debney’s? Critically 
analyse the author’s experience in the context of the intermingling of reality and 
imagination in the story narrated by the stranger.    

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

The response will be awarded 4 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 Writes about how the stranger fooled them by telling them a story that he made up 
just then, and brings out the element of surprise  

 Writes about how the story became a source of mystery and unease, evoking a 
sense of supernatural and psychological disturbance.   

Organisation of the writing and accuracy: 2 marks    

 The writing is well organized and persuasive and brings out the element of 
surprise: 1 mark    

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any errors of spelling and 
punctuation: 1 mark  

4   

The response will be awarded 3 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark        
Writes about one of the following points: 

3   
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 Writes about how the stranger fooled them by telling them a story that he made up 
just then, and brings out the element of surprise  

 Writes about how the story became a source of mystery and unease, evoking a 
sense of supernatural and psychological disturbance.   

Organisation of the writing and accuracy: 2 marks 
 The writing is well organized and brings out the writer’s point of view: 1 mark    

 Sentences are grammatically correct with occasional errors of spelling and 
punctuation: 1 mark  

The response will be awarded 2 marks when all the points related to content, organisation 
of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark 
 Writes about one of the following points: 

 Writes about how the stranger fooled them by telling them a story that he made up 
just then, and brings out the element of surprise  

 Writes about how the story became a source of mystery and unease, evoking a 
sense of supernatural and psychological disturbance  

Organisation of the writing and accuracy: 1 mark 
 The writing is loosely organized, and   does not bring out the writer’s point of 

view:  ½ mark    

 Sentences are not grammatically correct with   errors of spelling and punctuation: 
½ mark   

2   

 The response will be awarded 1 mark as specified below: 
Content: 1 mark                              
 Writes about the following point only: 

 Writes about how the stranger fooled them by telling them a story that he made up 
just then, and brings out the element of surprise  

Organisation of the writing and accuracy:  0    

 The writing is not well organized and does not bring out the writer’s point of 
view:      

 Sentences are not grammatically correct, and it impedes the meaning of the 
response  

1   

No response 0   
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CR: 4  

Class     10     Subject       English  

Cognitive level     Evaluate    Content Domain       Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency     
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experiences and experiences of others    

Learning Outcome    
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.    

Marks     4    

Item stem     

Critically analyse the futuristic world depicted by Jules Verne in A day in 2889 of 
an American Journalist and relate it to the technological advances of today. Do you 
think that human beings will be overpowered by robots due to the rapid 
technological advances made by mankind?  

Marking Scheme    

Expected Students Response    Marks 

 The response will be awarded 4 marks only when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 Writes about the futuristic world where technology controls all the aspects of life, 
and cites the examples of phono telephone and the mechanised dressing room, the 
astronomical reporters, and the aero-car capable of gaining a speed of about four 
hundred miles an hour    

 Writes about the danger of human beings being overpowered by robots, or the 
human beings being reduced to robots.  

Organisation of the writing: 1 mark    

 All Sentences are connected cohesively and organically 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

  No errors in grammar and spelling 

4   

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark    

 Writes about the futuristic world  where technology controls all the aspects of life , 
and cites the examples of phono telephone and the mechanised dressing room, the 
astronomical reporters, and the aero-car capable of gaining  a speed of  about four 
hundred miles an hour, but does not discuss the possibility of human beings being 
overpowered by robots, or the human beings being reduced to robots.  

 3   
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Organisation of the writing: 1 mark    

 All Sentences are connected cohesively and organically 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

  No errors in grammar and spelling 

The response will be awarded 2 marks only when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark    

 Writes about the futuristic world where technology controls all the aspects of life 
but does not cite the examples of phono telephone and the mechanised dressing 
room, the astronomical reporters, and the aero-car capable of gaining a speed of 
about four hundred miles an hour.   

Organisation of the writing: ½ mark 
 All sentences are not connected cohesively and organically 

Accuracy: ½ mark 
  Errors of grammar and spelling 

2   

The response will be awarded 1 mark as specified below: 
Content: ½ mark 

 Writes about the futuristic work without mentioning the details mentioned in the 
lesson: ½ mark   

Organisation of the writing: ½ mark 
 Disjointed sentences impeding the meaning 

  1 

No response    0   

  
CR: 5  

Class     10     Subject       English  

Cognitive level     Evaluate    Content Domain       Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency     
C-1.2 Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from 
their own experiences and experiences of others    

Learning Outcome    
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.    

Marks     4    

Item stem     

Though A.J. Cronin’s story Two Gentlemen of Verona is about two small boys 
whom the narrator and his companion met in the outskirts of Verona, the writer has 
used the title as Two Gentlemen of Verona, instead of Two Boys of Verona. How 
will you justify the use of Two Gentlemen in the title of the story?    

Marking Scheme    
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Expected Students Response    Marks 

Content: 2 marks 
The response includes the following three key points:    

 Writes about selflessness and the dedication of the two boys to their sister and 
the ways in which they took the responsibility of meeting the expenses of her 
treatment    

 Writes about the maturity of the two boys, the way they earned and saved money 
for the treatment of their sister    

 This justifies the title and points out how it captures the maturity and the sense of 
responsibility of the two boys  

Organisation: 1 mark  

 The writing is well organised and highly persuasive 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

  No errors in grammar and spelling 

4 

Content: 1 mark 
The response includes one of the following three key points:    

 Writes about   the selflessness and the dedication of the two boys to their sister and 
the ways in which they took the responsibility of meeting the expenses of her 
treatment    

 Writes about the maturity of the two boys, the way they earned and saved money 
for the treatment of their sister    

 Justifies the title and points out how it captures the maturity and the sense of 
responsibility of the two boys  

Organisation: 1 mark 
 The writing is well organised and persuasive 

Accuracy: 1 mark 
  No errors of grammar and spelling 

 3   

Content: 1 mark  
The response includes one of the following three key points:    

 Writes about   the selflessness and the dedication of the two boys to their sister and 
the ways in which they took the responsibility of meeting the expenses of her 
treatment    

 Writes about the maturity of the two boys, the way they earned and saved money 
for the treatment of their sister    

 Justifies the title and points out how it captures the maturity and the sense of 
responsibility of the two boys   

Organisation: ½ mark  

 The writing is not organised and persuasive 
Accuracy: ½ mark  

2   
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 Errors of grammar and spelling 

Content: 1 mark   
Mentions one of the following points partially: 

 Writes about   the selflessness and the dedication of the two boys to their sister and 
the ways in which they took the responsibility of meeting the expenses of her 
treatment    

 Writes about the maturity of the two boys, the way they earned and saved money 
for the treatment of their sister    

 Justifies the title and points out how it captures the maturity and the sense of 
responsibility of the two boys 

Organisation: 0  

 The writing is not organised and consists of disjointed sentences 
Accuracy: 0  

 Full of grammatical and spelling errors impeding the meaning 

  1 

No response    0   

 
CR: 6  

Class     10     Subject         

Cognitive level     Understand  Content Domain       Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency     
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and tyle, and interpreting 
possible meanings   

Learning Outcome    Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently.   

Marks     5   

Item stem     
How did Rudson-Wayte of A Face on the Wall convince his audience that the story 
he was going to tell them was ‘not a story in the ordinary sense of the word?’   

Marking Scheme    

Expected Students Response    Marks 

The response will be awarded 5 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 He told his audience that he would tell them an occurrence that had happened to 
him personally     

 He told his audience that the incident he was going to narrate had completed that 
very afternoon on which he was reporting the incident    

Organisation of ideas: 2 marks    

5 
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 Uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context  

 All the sentences are connected cohesively and organically 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

   No errors in grammar and spelling 

The response will be awarded 4 marks when all the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 He told his audience that he would tell them an occurrence that had happened to 
him personally     

 He told his audience that the incident he was going to narrate  had completed itself  
that very afternoon in which he was reporting the incident    

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark    

 Uses limited vocabulary to express ideas 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Occasional errors of grammar and spelling 

 4 

The response will be awarded 3 marks when all the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark   
 One of the following points is mentioned:    

 He told his audience that he would tell them an occurrence that had happened to 
him personally     

 He told his audience that the incident he was going to narrate had completed that 
very afternoon on which he was reporting the incident    

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark    

 Uses limited vocabulary to express ideas 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Occasional errors of grammar and spelling 

3  

The response will be awarded 2 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark   
 One of the following points is mentioned:    

 He told his audience that he would tell them an occurrence that had happened to 
him personally     

 He told his audience that the incident he was going to narrate had completed that 
very afternoon on which he was reporting the incident    

Organisation of ideas: ½ mark 

  2 
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 Does not use appropriate vocabulary 
Accuracy: ½ mark 

   Full of grammatical and spelling errors 

The response will be awarded 1 on the basis of the following criteria   
Content: 1 mark  
None of the following points are mentioned fully  

 He told his audience that he would tell them an occurrence that had happened to 
him personally     

 He told his audience that the incident he was going to narrate had completed that 
very afternoon on which he was reporting the incident    

Organisation of ideas: 0   

 Inappropriate appropriate vocabulary 
Accuracy: 0  

 Full of grammatical and spelling errors impeding meaning 

1 

No response  0 

 
CR: 7   

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level    Evaluate  W Content Domain    Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency    
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from his 
own experiences and experiences of others.   

Learning Outcome   
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.   

Marks    4   

Item stem    
Why does the writer remark that Wangari Maathai’s early life was ‘next to perfect?’ 
Justify this statement with reference to her efforts to find a balance between the 
fulfilment of human needs and the protection of the natural environment.   

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

The response will be awarded 4 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 Writes about her contribution to the international struggle for a greener world and 
the movements in African nations for democracy  

 Justifies the statement ‘next to perfect.’  

4   
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Organisation of ideas: 1 mark     

 All the sentences are connected cohesively, and the writing is persuasive: 1 mark   
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 No errors in grammar and spelling 

 The response will be awarded 3 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks    

 Writes about her contribution to the international struggle for a greener world and 
the movements in African nations for democracy  

 Does not justify the statement  
Organisation of ideas: 2 marks     

 All the sentences are connected cohesively, but the writing is not persuasive 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 A few grammar errors and spelling 

3   

The response will be awarded 2 marks when the following points related to content and 
organisation of ideas are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark    

 Writes about one of the following to points:  
o Her contribution to the international struggle for a greener world  
o Her contribution to   the movements in African nations for democracy  

 Does not justify the statement  
Organisation of ideas: 1 mark 

 Sentences are loosely connected cohesively, and the writing is not persuasive 

2   

The response will be awarded 1 mark when the following points related to content and 
organisation of ides   are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based on the 
absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark 

 Writes about one of the following to points:  
o Her contribution to the international struggle for a greener world  
o Her contribution to   the movements in African nations for democracy  

 Does not justify the statement  
Organisation of ideas: 0 marks 

 Sentences are not at all connected and the writing is not persuasive 

1   

No response   0   
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CR: 8  

Class     10     Subject      English   

Cognitive level      Evaluate    Content Domain     Prose (Coursebook)   

Competency     Argues with proper rationale by carefully evaluating premises.   

Learning Outcome    
Exhibits core values such as tolerance, appreciation of diversity and civic 
responsibility through debate, discussion, etc.   

Marks     4   

Item stem     
Despite the fatal blunder committed by David, can we say that he was still a 
‘noble person?’ Justify your answer based on your reading of the lesson David’s 
Story.  

Marking Scheme    

Expected Students Response    Marks    

The response will be awarded 4 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 2 marks    

 Justifies the answer with reference to the following points:  
o Writes about David’s deep regret for his blunder and his confession   
o Writes about his sense of responsibility and deep concern for others  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark     

 All the sentences are connected cohesively, and the writing is persuasive 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

   No errors in grammar and spelling 

4    

The response will be awarded 3 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark    

 The following two points are mentioned without justifying the answer  
o Writes about David’s deep regret for and his confession   
o Writes about his sense of responsibility and deep concern for others  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  

 Sentences are connected cohesively, but the writing is not persuasive 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Occasional errors of grammar and spelling 

3    

The response will be awarded 2 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ideas, and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points:    

2  
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Content: 1 mark    

 One of the following two points are mentioned without justifying the answer  
o Writes about David’s deep regret for and his confession to Tete  
o Writes about his sense of responsibility and deep concern for others  

Organisation of ideas: ½ mark 
 Sentences are not connected cohesively, but the meaning is expressed to some 

extent 
Accuracy: ½ mark 

 Errors of grammar and spelling 

The response will be awarded 1 on the basis of the following points marks when the 
following points   
Content: 1 mark    

 One of the following two points are mentioned without justifying the answer  
o Writes about David’s deep regret for and his confession to Tete  
o Writes about his sense of responsibility and deep concern for others  

Organisation of ideas: 0   

 Sentences are not connected cohesively, and it impedes the meaning 
Accuracy: 0 marks 

  Full of errors of grammar and spelling 

1  

 No response  0  

 
CR: 9  

Class     10     Subject      English   

Cognitive level      Create   Content Domain     Prose (Coursebook)  

Competency     
Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style and interpreting 
possible meanings   

Learning Outcome    
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.    

Marks      4   

Item stem     
If you were in the place and position of Peta-Lynn, how would you have managed 
to fight against the crocodile and help your friend Graham with his wounds? 
Discuss your response with reference to the story Don’t Die Graham! Don’t Die!   

Marking Scheme    

Expected Students Response    Marks    

The response will be awarded 4 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 

4 
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on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the maturity of Peta Lynn who acted in a way much beyond her age   

 Writes about how he/she would have responded to the situation    
Organisation of ideas: 1 mark     

 All the sentences are connected cohesively, and the writing is persuasive 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 No errors in grammar and spelling 

The response will be awarded 3 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the maturity of Peta Lynn who acted in a way much beyond her age   

 Writes about how he/she would have responded to the situation   
Organisation of ideas: ½ mark     

 Sentences are not connected cohesively 
Accuracy: ½ mark  

 Occasional errors of grammar and spelling: ½ mark  

3 

The response will be awarded 2 marks when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark 
Writes on one of the following points:  

 The maturity of Peta Lynn who acted in a way much beyond her age   

 How he/she would have responded to the situation    
Organisation of ideas: ½ mark     

 Sentences are not connected cohesively 
Accuracy: ½ mark  

 Occasional errors of grammar and spelling 

2 

The response will be awarded 1 mark when the following points related to content, 
organisation of ides and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted based 
on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark  
Writes on one of the following points: 

 The maturity of Peta Lynn who acted in a way much beyond her age   

 How he/she would have responded to the situation   
Organisation of ideas: 0 marks     

 Sentences are not connected cohesively, and it affects the meaning 
Accuracy: 0 marks 

1 
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 Errors of grammar and spelling impeding the meaning 

No response   0 

 
CR: 10  

Class     10     Subject      English   

Cognitive level      Understand  Content Domain     Prose (Coursebook)   

Competency     
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their 
own experiences and experiences of others.    

Learning Outcome    
Reads stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with understanding for 
pleasure and enjoyment and discusses about these.    

Marks      4   

Item stem     
Careful planning plays a crucial role in Murray Halberg’s success in 5000-metre 
race in 1960 Rome Olympics. (The Lap of Honour) Elaborate.   

Marking Scheme    

Expected Students Response    Marks    

The response will be awarded 4 marks only when all the 3 points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 2 marks    

 Describes how Murray and his coach decided on a new plan, how to take the other 
runners by surprise, and depend on his great stamina  

  Writes about the execution of the plan and its success in 1960 Rome Olympics. 
Organisation of the writing: 1 mark 

 All Sentences are connected cohesively and organically: 1 mark    
Accuracy: 1 mark  

  No errors in grammar and spelling: 1 mark 

4    

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when all the 3 points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points:    
Content: 1 mark  
The response mentions one of the following two points:   

3 
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 Describes how Murray and his coach decided on a new plan, how to take the other 
runners by surprise, and depend on his great stamina  

  Writes about the execution of the plan and its success in 1960 Rome Olympics. 
Organisation of the writing: 1 mark   

 Sentences are connected cohesively and organically 
Accuracy: 1 mark  

   No errors in grammar and spelling 

The response will be awarded 2 marks only when all the 3 points related to content, 
organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be deducted 
based on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 1 mark 
The response mentions one of the following two points:   

 Describes how Murray and his coach decided on a new plan, how to take the other 
runners by surprise, and depend on his great stamina  

  Writes about the execution of the plan and its success in 1960 Rome Olympics. 
Organisation of the writing: ½ mark  

 Sentences are not connected cohesively and organically 
Accuracy: ½ mark  

 Errors of grammar and spelling 

2 

The response will be awarded 1 mark based on the following points: 
Content: 1 mark 
The response mentions one of the following two points:    

 Describes how Murray and his coach decided on a new plan, how to take the other 
runners by surprise, and depend on his great stamina  

  Writes about the execution of the plan and its success in 1960 Rome Olympics 
Organisation of the writing: 0 marks 

 Sentences are not connected cohesively, and it impedes the meaning  
Accuracy: 0 marks 

 Full of errors of grammar and spelling impeding meaning 

1 

No response   0 
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CR: 11 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level    Analyse  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency   
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style and 
interpreting possible meanings.  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses, appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about the 
poet’s view  

Marks   5  

Item stem   

Read the lines from the poem Money Madness by DH Lawrence and answer the 
question that follows.  

For mankind says with one voice: How much is he worth?  
Has he no money? Then let him eat dirt and go cold.  

  
How does money determine the worth of a person in present time? Elaborate with 
reference to the poem and your observation of the society.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 3 marks  

 Writes about the difference in status that money creates. A person with more 
money is seen as more powerful than the one who has less or nothing at all.  

 Writes with an example about the benefits that money provides to a person and the 
one without money suffers from receiving even the necessities of life.  

 Cites examples from personal experiences and observation of the society.  
Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  

 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

5  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  
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CR: 12  

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level    Analyse  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook) 

Competency   
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style and 
interpreting possible meanings.  

Learning Outcome  
Appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about literary devices 
like onomatopoeic sounds, symbols, metaphors, alliterations, comparisons, allusions 
and the poet’s or the writer’s point of view. 

Marks   5  

Item stem   
The use of personification in the poem The Brook by Alfred Tennyson helps the 
reader create a vivid image of the brook with lively and playful character. Analyse 
the use of this literary device across the poem with examples.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 3 marks  

 The poem uses words that represent human speaking styles like babble, chatter 
and murmur for different sounds of the brook and human movements like linger, 
loiter and travel.   

 The poem uses words that represent actions of living beings like I slip, I slide, I 
gloom, I glance.  

 Moreover, the use of I across the poem like I go on forever highlights brook as 
the speaker and first person.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

5  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys 
the meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  
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CR: 13 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level    Evaluate  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook) 

Competency   C-2.2 Argues with proper rationale by carefully evaluating premises.  

Learning Outcome  
Analyses, appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about the poet’s 
view  

Marks   4  

Item stem   
With reference to the poem The Hero by Rabindranath Tagore, how do you 
understand the speaker’s wish to prove himself as strong and responsible man in the 
eyes of the society? Give two reasons to support your answer.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 4 marks only when all the following 4 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 2 marks  

 Writes about the speaker beginning the poem with the word ‘Imagine’ which 
means that he is narrating the story from his imagination to project himself as a 
hero.  

 Writes about the speaker’s expectations from his mother and the society to 
appreciate his courage and valour in protecting his mother from the enemy. 

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

4  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0 
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CR: 14 

 
 
CR: 15 

Class    10    Subject     English  

Cognitive level     Understand   Content Domain    Poetry (Coursebook)  

Competency    
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form, and style, and 
interpreting possible meaning   

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Understand  Content Domain   Poetry (Coursebook) 

Competency   
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form, and style, and 
interpreting possible meaning   

Learning Outcome  
Analyses, appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about the 
poet’s view  

Marks   3  

Item stem   
In the poem Money Madness by D.H. Lawrence, how does the poet portray the 
relationship between money and human nature?  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when all the following 3 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 1 mark  

 Writes about the influence of money over people’s behaviour by making them 
obsessed with materialistic desires, power and social status.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

3  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  
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Learning Outcome   
Analyses, appreciates nuances and shades of literary meanings, talks about the 
poet’s view  

Marks     2  

Item stem    
How do you define the nature of brook with reference to DH Lawrence’s The 
Brook?  

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

 Writes about the brook having a lively and playful nature. It is full of energy and life 
who loves to interact with its surroundings as it travels a long distance to meet the 
river.  

 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

2  

 Writes about the brook’s nature without many details.  

 The writing is poorly organized; however, it conveys the meaning.  

 There are 2-3 grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.  

1  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  

 
CR: 16 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Analyse  Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency   
C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings.  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends and responds to complex texts independently.  

Marks   3  

Item stem   
What can be an epidemic in current times that would affect the world like the paper 
plague as given in the story The Paper Plague by Eero Talvanen? Elaborate your 
answer with examples.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when all the following 3 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 1 mark  

 Names an epidemic relevant for the present times.  

3  
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 Elaborates the answer by giving examples of challenges the absence of this 
element would cause.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  

 
CR: 17 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Evaluate  Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency   C-2.2 Argues with proper rationale by carefully evaluating premises.  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently 

Marks   4  

Item stem   
With reference to your reading of The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare, 
do you think Shylock deserves the punishment that he had received at the end of the 
story? Give reasons to support your answer.  

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 4 marks only when all the following 4 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 2 marks  

 Shylock deserves the punishment (Opinion 1)  
o Writes about Shylock’s determination to take the life of Antonio, a 

Venetian citizen.  
o Writes about Shylock’s cruel and merciless nature.  

 Shylock doesn’t deserve the punishment (Opinion 2)  
o Justifies Shylock’s right to claim his bond.  
o Justifies Shylock’s hatred for Antonio.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  

4  
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 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  
Accuracy: 1 mark  

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  

 
CR: 18 

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level     Analyse   Content Domain    Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency    
 C-3.2 Analyses a literary text by close reading, critiquing form and style, and 
interpreting possible meanings   

Learning Outcome    Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently.   

Marks    5   

Item stem    
Based on your reading of the story The Corner Shop by Lady Cynthia Mary Evelyn 
Asquith, compare and contrast the narrator’s reaction during the first and the second 
visits to the antique shop.    

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 5 marks only when all the following 5 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 3 marks  

 Writes about the narrator’s first visit when the warm and cheerful atmosphere of 
the store and the welcoming tone of the sisters made him happy.  

 Writes about the second visit when the dimly lit shop and the pale and trembling 
figure of the old man had a chilling effect on the narrator.  

 Describes the contrasting feelings with which the narrator left the shop on both his 
visits.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

5  
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 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  

 
CR: 19 

Class   10   Subject   English  

Cognitive level   Evaluate  Content Domain   Prose (Literature Reader)  

Competency   C-2.2 Argues with proper rationale by carefully evaluating premises.  

Learning Outcome  Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently 

Marks   3  

Item stem   

Read the line from Eero Talvanen’s The Paper Plague and answer the question that 
follows.  
  Perhaps this general spring cleaning may even prove to be a blessing.  
Do you think the epidemic can be called ‘spring cleaning’? Give reasons to support 
your answer.   

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response  Marks  

The response will be awarded 3 marks only when all the following 3 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points:  
Content: 1 mark  

 Agrees or disagrees with the answer to the question.  
 If yes, writes about the new start that the epidemic has marked.  

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark  
 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.  

Accuracy: 1 mark  
 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.  

3  

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.  
 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 

meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.  

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.   

  

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.   0  
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CR: 20 

Class    10    Subject    English   

Cognitive level    Evaluate   Content Domain    Drama (Literature Reader)   

Competency    C-2.2 Argues with proper rationale by carefully evaluating premises.   

Learning Outcome   Reads, comprehends, and responds to complex texts independently  

Marks    4   

Item stem    

Answer with reference to your reading of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Adventure 
of the Three Students.    
   
If it was not for the Bannister, Gilchrist might not have accepted his mistake and 
decided to withdraw from the scholarship examination. Give at least two valid 
reasons to justify your agreement or disagreement with the statement.   

Marking Scheme   

Expected Students Response   Marks   

The response will be awarded 4 marks only when all the following 4 points related to 
content, organisation of ideas and accuracy are present in the answer. Marks will be 
deducted based on the absence of any of these points: 
Content: 2 marks   

 Agrees with the statement and gives two reasons to justify his/her agreement. The 
banister takes up the role of Gilchrist’s father to make him realise his mistake.    

or   

 Disagrees with the statement and gives two reasons to justify his/her disagreement. 
Gilchrist had already accepted his mistake and confessed everything to the banister 
before their conversation.   

Organisation of ideas: 1 mark   

 The writing is well organized, and all sentences are connected cohesively.   
Accuracy: 1 mark   

 Sentences are grammatically correct without any spelling and punctuation errors.   

4   

 Deduct 1 mark for each missing key point in the content.   

 Deduct not more than ½ mark if the answer is poorly organised, but it conveys the 
meaning. Deduct 1 mark if the answer is poorly organised affecting its overall 
meaning.   

 Deduct not more than ½ mark in case of 2 spelling or grammatical error.    

   

Implausible response, no response, illegible response, or question is reproduced.    0   

 
 

***************************  
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Item Bank – Mizo 
Mizoram Board of School Education (MBSE), Mizoram 

MCQ : 1 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
“Kutkem nei” tih hi tawng upain – 
KEY : Rukruk hmang 
Distraction 1 : Kut tiche reng 
Distraction 2 : Kheuh neuh neuh 
Distraction 3 : Kut te reuhte nei 
 
 
MCQ : 2 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
Hmanlai Zawlbuka inzirtirna leh tunlai school-a inzirtirna inanna chu 
KEY : Nungchang 
Distraction 1 : Sa kah dan 
Distraction 2 : Lo vah dan 
Distraction 3 : Hmeichhia leh mipa awm dan tur. 
 
 
MCQ : 3 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zirtu kawng’  hlain min kawhhmuh a tum chu – 
KEY : Zirlai a hmatiama zir 
Distraction 1 : Zirlai huaisen nih 
Distraction 2 : Zing thawhhma 
Distraction 3 : Thuawih 
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MCQ : 4 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zirtu kawng’  tih hlaa ‘Lum par tlan’ tih hla thu awmzia chu – 
KEY : Nuam chen 
Distraction 1 : A lum laia awm 
Distraction 2 : Pangpar mawi tak  
Distraction 3 : Mei lum ai 
 
 
MCQ : 5 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
Mizo pipute thlang an tlak dan indawt dan chu – 

1. Hukaung Valley 
2. Kawlphai 
3. Kansu bial 
4. Mizoram 

KEY : 3, 2, 1, 4 
Distraction 1 : 2, 4, 3, 1 
Distraction 2 : 1, 2, 3, 4  
Distraction 3 : 4, 2, 1, 3 
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MCQ : 1 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
“Kutkem nei” tih hi tawng upain – 
KEY : Rukruk hmang 
Distraction 1 : Kut tiche reng 
Distraction 2 : Kheuh neuh neuh 
Distraction 3 : Kut te reuhte nei 
 
 
MCQ : 2 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zirtu kawng’ hlain min kawhhmuh a tum chu  
KEY : Zirlai a hmatiama zir 
Distraction 1 : Zirlai huaisen nih 
Distraction 2 : Zing thawhhma 
Distraction 3 : Thuawih 
 
 
MCQ : 3 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing.  
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia sentence-ah hian Adjective of quality chu  
KEY : Tui thianghlim tak a luang. 
Distraction 1 : Tui bucket thum kan nei. 
Distraction 2 : Tui tlemte ka in. 
Distraction 3 : Kha laia tui kha min laksak teh. 
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MCQ : 4 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Analyse CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experiences as reflected in the text, 
presents orally or in writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
Kawlphaia mizo pi pute an awm laia rorelna fel tak a awm loh avanga Mizote nuna nghawng a 
neih chu – 
KEY : Hman inpumkhatna a chhia. 
Distraction 1 : Sakhaw mumal an nei ta lo. 
Distraction 2 : Lal neih an duh. 
Distraction 3 : Silhfen an tlachham. 
 
 
MCQ : 5 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
Hmanlai Zawlbuka inzirtirna leh tunlai school-a inzirtirna inanna chu 
KEY : Nungchang 
Distraction 1 : Sa kah dan 
Distraction 2 : Lo vah dan 
Distraction 3 : hmeichhia leh mipa awm dan tur. 
 
 
MCQ : 6 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zirtu kawng’ tih hlaa ‘Zun par tlan’ tih hla thu awmzia chu 
KEY : Nuam chen 
Distraction 1 : A lum laia awm 
Distraction 2 : Pangpar mawi tak 
Distraction 3 : Mei lum ai 
 
 



95 
 

MCQ : 7 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
Mizo pipute thlang an tlak dan indawt dan chu – 

1. Hukaung Valley 
2. Kawlphai 
3. Kansu bial 
4. Mizoram 

KEY : 3, 2, 1, 4 
Distraction 1 : 2, 4, 3, 1 
Distraction 2 : 1, 2, 3, 4  
Distraction 3 : 4, 2, 1, 3 
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MCQ : 1 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia sentence-ah hian Adverb of Manner chu –  
KEY : Chak thain kal rawh. 
Distraction 1 : Tho vat rawh. 
Distraction 2 : Pawnah chhuak suh. 
Distraction 3 : A vin hlar mai. 
 
 
MCQ : 2 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zirtu kawng’ hlain min kawhhmuh a tum chu  
KEY : Zirlai a hmatiama zir 
Distraction 1 : Zirlai huaisen nih 
Distraction 2 : Zing thawhhma 
Distraction 3 : Thuawih 
 
 
MCQ : 3 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zofate Inpumkhatna’ tih hlaa ‘mausam’ tih hla thu awmzia chu – 
KEY : A hnawl 
Distraction 1 : Mihring 
Distraction 2 : Inthen 
Distraction 3 : Mau lian tak 
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MCQ : 4 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently 
ITEM STEM : 
Hmalai Zawlbuka inzirtirna leh tunlai school a inzirtirna inanna chu –  
KEY : Nungchang 
Distraction 1 : Sa kah dan 
Distraction 2 : Hmeichhia leh mipa awm dan tur 
Distraction 3 : Eizawnna 
 
 
MCQ : 5 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Analyse CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Analyses and appreciates a point of views or cultural experiences as reflected in the text, 
presents orally or in writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
Kawlphaia mizo pi pute an awm laia rorelna fel tak a awm loh avanga Mizote nuna nghawng a 
neih chu – 
KEY : Hnam  inpumkhatna a chhia 
Distraction 1 : Silhfen an tlachham 
Distraction 2 : Lal tha neih an duh 
Distraction 3 : An sakhua a mumal ta lo 
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MCQ : 1 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Drama 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently. 
ITEM STEM : 
Remhriaa ka nih hi titu chu  
KEY : Lalnghaka 
Distraction 1 : Neihthanga 
Distraction 2 : Rothangliana 
Distraction 3 : Ramliana 
 
 
MCQ : 2 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
Bazar tih hi verb a hman dan chu 
KEY : Ka bazar 
Distraction 1 : Bazarah ka kal 
Distraction 2 : Bazarah ka lei 
Distraction 3 : Bazarah ka hmu che 
 
 
MCQ : 3 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Analyse CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Analyses and appreciates a point of view or cultural experiences as reflected in the text; 
presents orally or in writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
Kawlphaia Mizo pi pute an awm laia rorelna fel tak a awm loh avangin Mizote nuna nghawng 
a neih chu 
KEY : Hnam inpumkhatna a chhia 
Distraction 1 : Sakhaw mumal an nei ta lo 
Distraction 2 : Lal neih an duh 
Distraction 3 : Silhfen an tlachham 
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MCQ : 4 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Grammar 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Uses grammatical items appropriate to the context in speech and writing. 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia sentence-ah hian Abjective of quality chu  
KEY : Tui thianghlim tak a luang 
Distraction 1 : Tui bucket thum kan nei 
Distraction 2 : Tui tlemte ka in 
Distraction 3 : Kha laia tui kha min laksak teh. 
 
 
MCQ : 5 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently. 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zofate inpumkhatna’ tih hlaa sam ang  then tih hla thu awmzia chu 
KEY : Inthen 
Distraction 1 : Nupa inthen 
Distraction 2 : In hau 
Distraction 3 : Tangthen 
 
 
MCQ : 6 
 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, Comprehends and response to complex text independently. 
ITEM STEM : 
Kan piputen pialral kal an chak chhan ber chu 
KEY : Faisa rin der der 
Distraction 1 : An chhungte thi tawh hmuh an chak 
Distraction 2 : Awm awl leh ei tui 
Distraction 3 : A hmun a nawm hmel. 
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Short Answer : CR – 1 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN :  
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Ral a lian e’ tih ziaktuin kan zaa chungah a innghat ta a tih kha han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Ralin khua an run a, mi tam takin an thih phah angina, zu, ruihhlo, HIV?AIDS avangin mi 
tam takin an thih phahin thihna a la thlen zel dawn a heng hian ral angina min run mek a, he 
ral hlauhawm tak lak atanga ram leh hnam chhanhim hi kan zaa chunga innghat a ni, 
 

Short Answer : CR – 2 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate CONTENT DOMAIN :  
COMPETENCY : 
Analyse a literary text by a close reading, critiquing form and style and interpreting possible 
meaning 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read stories and literary texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with understanding for pleasure 
and enjoyment and discusses about these.  
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
Kawlphaia kan pipute an awm laia rorelna fel tak awm lovin mizote nuna nghawng a neih 
zuite han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Mizote kawlphai an chhuahsan dawn hian hlauh neia chhuak an nih avangin fel taka rorel 
awm lovin a rem rem inkawpin an chhuak tawpa chu chuan nghawng thui tak a nei zui a 
chungte chu : 

1. Inpumkhatna tha taka khawsa hote an inthen darh. 
2. Mizote Manipur, Tripura leh Bangladesh-ah te an awm darh a thlahtu thuhmun nisi, 

hnam hrang ang main an awm. 
3. An awm hran tak avangin zawi zawiin an tawng a lo danglam ta a, inbiakpawhnaah 

pawh harsatna a thlen a ni.  
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Short Answer : CR – 3 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate CONTENT DOMAIN :  
COMPETENCY : 
Provides facts and background knowledge in areas such as science and social science and 
presents view point based on those facts.  
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
 
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
Tunlai hnuah Zawlbuk awm leh dawn ta se harsatna awm thei tur kawng 3 han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Tunlai hnuah Zawlbuk awm leh dawn ta se harsatna awm thei tur chu: 

1. Eizawnnate/Nunphung a danglam tawh avangin zawlbuka riak duh an awm tawh 
lovang. 

2. Zawlbuka an zir thinte hmun dangah an aia thaa zir theihna a awm tawh. 
3. Enkawl leh venhimna lamah harsatna a awm thei.  

 
Short Answer : CR – 4 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN :  
COMPETENCY : 
Writes the different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Reads, writes paragraph based on visual or verbal clues, textual inputs etc. 
MARKS : 5 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia thupui hmang hian essay thumal 200 – 250 velin ziak the.  
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. Essay thupui hawrawppuiin 
2. Introduction/Thuhma 
3. Mizo tawng tluang pangngai 
4. Punctuation 
5. Thupuiah a lut fuh em? 
6. Paragraph felt akin then tur. 
7. A tlem berah paragraph 3 tal (Intro/body/conclusion) 
8. Hanwriting nalh/felfai 
9. Words/essay sei zawng ngaihpawimawh tur.  
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Short Answer : CR – 5 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN :  
COMPETENCY : 
Identifies and appreciates different forms of literature such as samples of Prose, Poetry and 
drama (early to comtemporary)   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
Mahriak ten a rang ka vai e Parte tih hla phuahtuin eng vangin nge ‘Ar ang ka vai e’ a tih.  
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
He hla phuahtu Lalzova hi a bialnu hmun hla takah a awm avangin hnemtu a neih loh avangin 
mal ngawih ngawihin a in hria a, chuvang chuan ‘Ar ang ka vai e’, a ti a ni.  
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Short Answer : CR – 1 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose 
COMPETENCY : C-2.2 
Analyse a literary text by a close reading, critiquing form and style and interpreting possible 
meaning 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
Mizote hnam zahawm taka kan chhuah theih dan tur in zirlaiin a sawi kha han sawi ve teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. Hnam dang kan en thniam ve fo thin tam tak an dinhmun tak tak thlira keini aia hniam 
silote tawngkam leh rilru ringawta hniamtir lovin, nihna leh dinhmunah anni aia thaa 
ding turin an thawh peih ang mai nilo, anni aia nasain thawk peih ve ang u.  

2. Taima takin thawk ila, hnam dang hmusit lovin an thawh aia tam I thawk ang u. 
 
Short Answer : CR – 2 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understanding CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : C-2.2 
Analyse a literary text by a close reading, critiquing form and style and interpreting possible 
meaning. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Tih dan tha’ in zirlaiin “Kristiante tih awm a ni lo” a tih kha han sawi the. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. Zahmawh rawng kaia mi chhaih leh titi nana hmanga nuih vak vak chin hi a changkang 
lova. 

2. Thiante sap tawng tih dik loh sawi chhuah chin a, nuihzat chin hi a tha lo.  
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Short Answer : CR – 3 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : C-2.2 
Analyse a literary text by a close reading, critiquing form and style and interpreting possible 
meaning. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
HIV/AIDS hlauhawmzia han sawi the. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
A dik pahnih thlang chhuak rawh. 

1. A inkaichhawn theih. 
2. A tihdamna a awm lo. 
3. Midangte bula awm a thianglo. 
4. Drugs an ngai zui thin  

 
Short Answer : CR – 4 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understanding CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : C-2.2 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
“Ral a lian e!!” tih in zirlai atang khan ruihhlo ngaite an sawi dan hrang hrang leh a sawitute 
kha han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
A dik pahnih thlang chhuak rawh. 

1. Social worker-te chuan – mi vanduai, humsual dai anti. 
2. Thuhriltu thenkhat chuan – Piangthar lo an ti. 
3. An chenpui, an chhungkua te chuan – thuawih lo, thatchhia an ti.  
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Short Answer : CR – 5 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understanding CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla)  
COMPETENCY : C-1.2 
Writes the different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 5 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Zo bawm tu Chhawkhlei par’ phuahtu H. Lalringa’n Chhawkhlei par kha eng chen nge vul se 
a dih sawi la, a duh chhan sawi bawk ang che. He hlain Chhawkhlei par a sawi mawi thiamzia 
a hla behchhanin han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
 ‘Zo bawmthu Chhawkhlei par’ phuahtu H. Lalrina’n Chhawkhlei par chu kum tluana 
par turin a duh a ni. 
 Kum tluana par tura a duh chhan chu, kim tluan in Mizoram timawi se a duh a ni. 
 Thing dangte, pangpar chi hrang hrangte an par a, par mawi tak takte pawh awm mahse 
Chhawkhlei par aia mawi a awm chuang reng reng lo a ni. Chhkawhlei a par hun lai chuan, 
Chhawkhlei par tamna hmun Phawngpui tlang sangah pawh nilenga awm hial mawi pawh a 
chakawmin, chhawkhlei par chu savate pawhin an ngainat leh an riahchilh hial a ni. 
Chhawkhlei par chu siamtu Pathianin a bik taka a siam a ni a. A vul chhung hi a reilo lutuk a, 
kum tluanin par mai se, Mizoram pawh a timawi deuh mai tur. Hmanah Chhura’n a sen reng 
reng hlauh tura min lo zirtir pawh dodal hialna turin Chhawkhlei par sen mawi tak mai hi chu 
hlauh tur ani lo a ni.  
 
Short Answer : CR – 1 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
Mihring ah HIV/AIDS natna hi engtin nge a lan chhuah. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Mihring taksa a HIV/AIDS natna a lan chhuah dan tlangpui chu, an taksa a chau ngawih 
ngawih a. Eng natna pawh lo kai se, hritlang emaw pneumonia pawh ni se, a reh mai thei thin 
lo. An taksa a natna do tu kha HIV hrik te khan an lo ei ral thin a. An natna a zual zel a, thihna 
hial a thlen thei thin a ni.  
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Short Answer : CR – 2 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Rapid reader 

(Khawnglung Run) 
COMPETENCY : 
Scripts to inform and communicate ideas effectively with the use of technology. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
Khawnglung Run in zir atang khan Chala leh Thangite an in hmangaihna a nasat zia kha i 
hriatthiam danin han ziak teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Khawnglung Run bu kan zir atang hian Chala leh Thangi hi an in hmangaihna a nasa hle tih a 
hriat theih a ni. Chala khan Thangi a hmangaih em avangin sala an manna khua pawh hre 
chiang lo khan Thangi zawng chhuak turin a ‘ar khaw chhuah’ ve tawp mai a ni. Chala farnu 
pahnih te pawh ral ho khan sal atan an man ve tho naa, Chala tum ber chu Thangi zawn chhuah 
kha a ni ber mai a ni. Thangi lah khan ral ram atang khan Chala chu a ngai em em mai a, amah 
chu a rawn zawn chhuah te a lo ring hial bawk a ni. Thangi rin ang ngeiin Chala pawh chuan 
Thangi chu a zawng chhuak ta ngei a. Harsatna tam tak a paltlang bawk a ni. He tiang a nih 
avang hian Chala leh Thangi inhmangaihna chu a nasa in a thuk hle a ni tih a hriat theih a ni.  
 
Short Answer : CR – 3 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Evaluate/Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Writing (Essay) 
COMPETENCY : 
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Reads, paragraphs, articles and verbal clues etc. 
MARKS : 5 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnaua thupui hmang hian thumal 200 – 250 velin essay han ziak teh. ‘TLAWMNGAIHNA’ 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. A thupui hawrawppui 
2. Tlawmngaihna awmzia 
3. Tlawmngaihna lan chhuahtir dan tur. 
4. Tlawmngaihna hmun leh hmanna hun tur. 
5. Hand writing, punvtuation leh spelling 
6. Tlangkawmna. 
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Short Answer : CR – 4 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia hla thu hi zo tawng tluang pangngaiin dah rawh. 
‘Kawltu chawi nun iang chu zirlaite. 
Kawl ni chhuak chhiar zai rel ve ta’ng le.  
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Thuthlawha  hlo thlo thinte nun ang chu zirlaite hi an ni a, nitin, tuktin, I thawk chhuak ve 
thin an u le.  
 
Short Answer : CR – 5 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Remember CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Thalaite kawvel’ tih ziaktuin a lehkha zirpuite thu vuakthlak dan a sawi kha han ziak teh.  
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
America ram thalai tam takte thu vaukthlak dan chu. “Ka mamawh leina tur eng emaw zat 
hmuh ka tum ang a; ka indaih lohna chu ka nu leh pate tanpuina pawh ka dil mai ang” an ti 
thin a ni. An chhungte pur buai lova zir an tum tlat a ni. 
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Short Answer : CR – 1 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Prose (Thu) 
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Ral a lian e’ tih inzir atangin HIV/AODS veite an inpuan hian engtiangin nge kan lo 
dawnsawn ang? 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
HIV/AIDS veite hian hreawm anti em em a, tanpuitu an mamawh a ni tih hriat a pawimawh. 
An inpuan hnua thinhrikna rilru hi paih a, anmahni chhawmdawl leh tanpui hi mi danga a darh 
zel lohna tura invenna tangkai berte zinga mi a ni.  
 
Short Answer : CR – 2 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Create CONTENT DOMAIN : Writing 
COMPETENCY : 
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Write, paragraphs based on verbal clues. 
MARKS : 5 
ITEM STEM : 
A hnuaia thupui hmang hian thumal 200 – 250 hmangin Essay han ziak teh. 
‘Hnam inpumkhatna’ 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. Essay thupui capital letter-in a ziak ang. 
2. Paragraph-in a thuziak a tan ang. 
3. Punctuation a ngai pawimawh ang. 
4. Essay thupui paragraph hmasa berah a hrilhfiah ang. 
5. Hnam inpumkhat tulna 
6. Hnam inpumkhatna daltute 
7.  Hnam inpumkhatna tura hma lak dan tur. 
8. A tlangkawmna 
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Short Answer : CR – 3 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Rapid Reading 
COMPETENCY : 
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Reads, comprehends and responds to complex texts independently 
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Khawnglung run’ inzir atangin Mizo khawtlang nuna inthenawm khawven nawmzia leh 
thlamuanthlakzia han sawi teh. 
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Thangi zawng tura Chala a kal atang khan Chala nu chu a khua a har thei hle a. A rilru a hahin 
Chala a ngaihtuah thei hle. Mut pawh a hmu ngai mang lova. A chang chuan a tap bawk thin. A 
tap thawm hriain thenawm te an lo chuangkaia a, a khawhar an hnem thin. Thangi te inah 
lengin Thangi nen an inkawmhlim bawk thin. Zan sarih a ral hnu phei chuan an thenawm, 
hnaivai te an inah Chala nu hnem turin an kal fo thin. An thenawm khawvengte pawhin Chala 
te lo haw hma chuan Chala nu chu an lo kawm hlimin anlo thutpui, an hnem a, an tawng 
thlamuan thin a ni.  
 
Short Answer : CR – 4 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Understand CONTENT DOMAIN : Poetry (Hla) 
COMPETENCY : 
Uses language appropriate to social context, expresses agreements and disagreement with 
reasons and arrives at conclusions through discussion and debate. 
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Read, comprehends and responds to complex text independently. 
MARKS : 2 
ITEM STEM : 
‘Chhul khat kual’ tih hla thu behchhanin zofate inpumkhat tulna Mizo tawng mawi takin han 
ziak teh.  
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 
Zofate hi hnam tlemte kan ni a, hmun hrang hrangah awm ma hila kan hnam nunmawi hi 
chawisang zel ila. Kan pi leh puten thian chhan thih an ngam ang khan, Mizo hnam chhan nan 
theihtawp chhuah zel ila. Inthurual taka kan awm chuan kan hnam a him ang a. Zofate kan lo 
inpumkhat leh zual dawn a ni.  
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Short Answer : CR – 5 
CLASS : 10 SUBJECT : MIZO 
COGNITIVE LEVEL : Apply CONTENT DOMAIN : Writing 
COMPETENCY : 
Writes in different styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive) from their own 
experiences and experiences of others.   
LEARNING OUTCOME : 
Write personal, official and business letters, articles, debates, paragraphs based on visual or 
verbal clues, textual inputs etc. 
MARKS : 3 
ITEM STEM : 
Zokhawthar YMA Secretary i ni a, mi tu tih hriat loh ten in veng, YMA Run an rawk a, 
bungrua engemaw zat an la a. He mi chungchangah hian Champhai Police station-ah First 
Information Report thehluh tur han ziak teh. (I hming chu : Lala, Champhai)   
MARKING SCHEME : 
EXPECTED STUDENT RESPONSE : 

1. FIR thehluhna tur Address ziah dik tur. 
2. Subject ziah lan tur. 
3. Thil thlen dan kim chang takin ziah lan tur. 
4. A diltu/FIR thehluttu hming leh Address ziah tur. 
5. Date ziah tur. 
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Item Bank – Science 

Mizoram Board of School Education (MBSE), Mizoram 

 

 

This item bank contains 111 questions, including multiple-choice questions (MCQs) and constructed response (CR) 
questions, designed for grade 10. These items align with the competency-based framework outlined in NEP 2020 and 
NCF-SE 2023. They are mapped to various cognitive levels—Remember, Understand, Apply, Analyze, Evaluate, and 
Create -as per the revised Bloom's Taxonomy. 

Items have been designed in reference to the quality parameters such as validity, reliability, and fairness. Detailed 
marking schemes are provided for all CR items, including considerations for alternative answers and their corresponding 
value points. This item bank is intended for use by both teachers and students. 

 

 

Summary Table: 
 

Content 
Domain 

Remember Understand Apply Analyse Evaluate Create Total no. 
of items 

Physics 02 17 10 02 01 - 32 

Chemistry 04 22 03 03 - - 32 

Biology 04 37 04 01 - 01 47 

                                                                                                              Grand Total 111 

 

Physics 

 
Item: 1 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 
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Learning Outcome Explains image formed by concave lens 

 
 
 
Item stem 

Consider the below Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 

 
Assertion (A): A concave lens always produces virtual and erect image 

Reasoning (R): The focal length of a concave lens is always negative. 

Select the correct option from the given alternatives 

Key Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 1 Both (A) and (R) are false 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 3 (A) is false but (R) is true 

 

Item: 2 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Light- Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explains the relation between focal length and power of a lens 

Item stem If the focal length of lens A is twice the focal length of B, then the power of lens B is 

Key Twice the reciprocal of focal length of A 

Distractor 1 Twice the focal length of A 

Distractor 2 Twice the focal length of B 

Distractor 3 Twice the reciprocal of focal length of B 
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Item: 3 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Determines the characteristics of the image w.r.t. the position of the object 

Item stem 
An object is placed 15 cm away from convex lens of focal length 10 cm. If the object is 
further displaced 5 cm from its position away from the lens, the size of the image becomes 

Key Same as the object 

Distractor 1 Diminished to half 

Distractor 2 Magnified twice 

Distractor 3 Magnified thrice 

 

Item: 4 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Relates the configuration of lenses to the practical applications 

 
 

 
Item stem 

Consider the following configurations of lenses in the form of statements: 

Configuration A - An object is placed at the midpoint of the focal length of a convex lens. 

Configuration B - An object is placed at a distance equal to twice the radius of curvature of a 
concave lens. 

Which of the following is true about the above configurations? 
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Key ‘A’ only can be used in optical microscopes and in magnifying lens 

 
Distractor 1 

‘A’ can be used in magnifying lens and B can be used in optical projectors 

Distractor 2 ‘A’ can be used in optical projectors and B can be used in magnifying lens 

Distractor 3 ‘B’ only can be used in optical microscopes and in magnifying lens 

 

Item: 5 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Derives the relationship between various parameters of lens 

Item stem 
If the radii of curvatures of two convex lenses A and B are 10 cm and 100 cm respectively, 
then: 

Key Thickness of lens A is more than the thickness of lens B 

Distractor 1 Thickness of a lens is independent of its radius of curvature 

Distractor 2 the thickness of lens A is equal to thickness of B 

Distractor 3 Thickness of lens A is less than thickness of B 

Item: 6 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Remember Content Domain Human Eye and the Colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Describes the characteristics of image formed in human eye. 

Item stem When a ray of light passes through the human eye. It forms: 

Key a real and inverted image on the retina 

Distractor 1 a real and erect image on the retina 

Distractor 2 a virtual and inverted image on the retina 

Distractor 3 a virtual and erect image on the retina 



115 
 

Item: 7 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Human Eye and the colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explains the dispersion of light through a prism 

 
Item stem 

Consider the following Assertion and Reason statements: 
Assertion (A): Prism disperses white light into its seven constituent colours. 
Reason (R): Light of different wavelength travels with different speed in a 
medium. Choose the correct option from the given alternatives. 

Key Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 1 Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 2 (A) is true but (R) is false 

Distractor 3 (A) is false but (R) is true 

 

Item: 8 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Remember Content Domain Human Eye and the colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explain the spectrum of white light 

 
 

 
Item stem 

Consider the below Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 

 
Assertion (A): When white light is passed through a prism, red colour deviates the most and 
violet deviates the least. 
Reason (R): The angle of deviation increases with increase in wavelength. 

 
Select the correct option from the given alternatives. 

Key Both (A) and (R) are false 

Distractor 1 Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 3 (A) is false but (R) is true 
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Item: 9 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Human Eye and the Colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Differentiates between myopic and hypermetropic eye defect. 

 

 
Item stem 

Mawia has a vision defect, he cannot clearly see the writings on the whiteboard from the last 
bench. What kind of lens should Mawia use to correct his vision? 
(i) Convex lens 
(ii) Concave lens 
(iii) Plano convex 

Key Only (ii) 

Distractor 1 Only (i) 

Distractor 2 Both (ii) and (iii) 

Distractor 3 Both (i) and (iii) 

 

Item: 10 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Human Eye and the Colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Relates the parts of human eye with its function 

 
 
 

 
Item stem 

Match the parts of the human eye in Column I with their correct functions in Column II 

Key a-iv, b-iii, c-i, d-ii 

Distractor 1 a-iv, b-i, c-iii, d-ii 

Distractor 2 a-ii, b-i, c-iv, d-iii 

Distractor 3 a-ii, b-iii, c-i, d-iv 

 

 

Column I Column II 

a. Cornea (i) changes focal length of eye lens 
b. Pupil (ii) have enormous light sensitive cells 
c. Ciliary muscles (iii) controls the amount of light entering the 

eye 
d. Retina (iv) Refraction of light entering the eye 
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Item: 11 

Class  10 Subject   Physics 

Cognitive level  Analyse Content Domain  Human Eye and the Colourful world 

Competency 
C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Differentiates between myopic and hypermetropic eye defect. 

Item stem  

Mawia has a vision defect, he cannot clearly see the writings on the whiteboard from the 
last bench although he has no trouble reading his textbook when kept close. He googles 
about his condition and orders for a convex lens to correct his distant vision. Which among 
the following is likely to happen after the persistent use of convex lens? 

Key  His distant vision would become blurrier 

Distractor 1  There would not be any noticeable change in vision 

Distractor 2  His distant vision improves significantly 

Distractor 3   His near vision improves significantly 

 
 
Item: 12 
Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Electricity 

 
Competency 

C-2.4: Manipulates and analyze different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures 

Learning Outcome 
Explain the factors affecting resistance of the material. 

 

 
Item stem 

The resistivity of three different materials is given 
below. A: 3.4 × 10−8 Ω⋅m 
B: 1.6×10−6 Ω⋅m 
C: 5.0×1012 Ω⋅m 

 
Which among the following options are true w.r.t the materials? 

Key A is a conductor and C is an insulator 

Distractor 1 A is an insulator and B is a conductor 

Distractor 2 C is a conductor and B is an insulator 

Distractor 3 A is an insulator and C is a conductor 
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Item: 13 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Electricity 
 
 
Competency 

 
C-2.4: Manipulates and analyse different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

Learning Outcomes Relates the electrical conductivities of the materials to its applications 

 

 
Item Stem 

Consider the below Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 

 
Assertion(A): Tungsten is used as a filament in electric bulb 
Reason(R): Tungsten has the less resistance for the current. 

 Select the correct option from the given alternatives 

Key (A) is true but, (R) is false 

Distractor 1 Both (A) and (R) is false 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation to (A) 

Distractor 3 Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation to (A) 

 

Item: 14 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Electricity 

 
Competency 

C 2.4 Manipulates and analyze different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

Learning Outcomes Establishes the relation between power and electrical energy. 

Item Stem How much power would generate 0.75KJ of electric energy in 1 minute? 

Key 12.5 W 

Distractor 1 45 W 

Distractor 2 12.5 x 10 3W 

Distractor 3 450 W 
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Item: 15 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level 
Apply Content Domain Electricity 

 
Competency 

C-2.4: Manipulates and analyse different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

Learning Outcomes Calculates current, voltage and equivalent resistance of the given circuit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Item Stem 

 

 
In the above given circuit, the resistance of the given bulb is 30 ohms, then what is the 
total current ‘I’ flowing through the circuit? 

Key 1.2 A 

Distractor 1 0.84 A 

Distractor 2 1 A 

Distractor 3 3 A 

 

Item: 16 
Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Sources of Energy 

 
Competency 

C-7.1 States concepts that represent the most current understanding of the matter being 
studied ranging from mere familiarity to conceptual understanding of the matter as 
appropriate to the developmental stage of the students 

Learning Outcome Explains the characteristics and environmental impact of tidal energy. 

 
Item Stem 

Consider the statements (A) and (B) about renewable energy and choose the correct answer. 
Statement (A): Tidal energy is a sustainable and inexhaustible source of energy. 
Statement (B): Tidal energy leads to significant water pollution 

Key (A) is true, (B) is false. 

Distractor 1 (A) is false, (B) is true. 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (B) are true.  

Distractor 3 Both (A) and (B) are false. 



120 
 

Item: 17 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Light- Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Applies the lens formula and rules for formation of image by lenses 

Marks 4 

 
 
 
 
 
Item stem 

Suppose an object which is 2 cm high is placed in front of a convex lens of focal length 5 
cm. Now, consider the following situations: 
(i) the object is 15 cm in front of the lens 
(ii) the object is 10 cm in front of the lens. 

 
Provide answer to the following questions: 

 
(a) Find the ratio of the size of the images so formed in the two cases. 
(b) For situation (ii), use a ray diagram to show the change in the nature of the image 
when convex lens is replaced by concave lens of same focal length. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 
Part a) 

 
case(i) u= -15cm, f = 5cm 
v =uf/(u+f) =(-15) x 5/(-15+5)=7.5cm 

 
case(ii) u=-10cm=-2f 
v=10cm (since u =2f, image is at 2f on the other side of the lens) 

 

 
case(i) ho=2cm, hi= vho/u =7.5 x 2/-15=-1 cm 

 
case(ii) ho=2cm, hi=-2cm(since object placed at 2f produces same size of 
image) 

 
The ratio of case(i)hi to case(ii) hi = 1/2 
-1cm/-2cm = 1/2 

 
 

 
0.25 mark even if the unit is not 
mentioned 

 

 
0.25 mark even if the unit and the 
reason are not mentioned 

 

 
1/2 mark even if the unit is not 
mentioned 

1/2 mark even if the unit and the 
reason are not mentioned 

1/2 mark even if sign convention is 
not mentioned 
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Pat b) 
 
To draw ray diagrams similar to the given diagram 

 
 
Nature of image in convex lens - real and inverted 
Nature of image in concave lens - virtual and erect 

 
 

 
Correct ray diagram with or without 
correct labelling 1/2 each. If the type 
of lens with correct markings of focus 
and centre of curvature is provided 
0.25 can be awarded. 

For writing the correct nature of 
image, award 1/2 mark each. If only 
part (either only real or only inverted 
etc) is correct, 0.25 may be awarded. 

 

Item: 18 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Light- Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Describes Snell's law in refraction 

Marks 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Item stem 

Consider the ray diagram shown in the diagram below 
 

 

Answer the following questions : 

a) Calculate the angle of refraction (r). Given sin 18o = 0.33. 

b) Complete the ray diagram using the calculated value of r and show the lateral shift. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 
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a) 

i=30o μ=1.5, sin r =sin i / μ = 1/2 / 1.5 =1/3 or 0.33 

r = sin-10.33 = 18o 

Correct formula - 0.25 mark 

Correct substitution of value - 0.25 
mark 

Getting sin r = 0.33 - 0.25 mark 

Getting r = 18o - 0.25 mark 

(0.25+0.25+0.25+0.25 = 1 mark) 

b) 

Representing the angle of refraction on the diagram as 18o 
 

 

Showing the lateral shift (d) as the perpendicular distance between the 
original path and the actual refracted ray. 

 
 
 
1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

For complete diagram as given ; 1 
mark 
 

 
(1/2 +1/2 +1 = 2 marks) 

 

Item: 19 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand 
Content 
Domain 

Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explains the relation between refractive index, wavelength and speed of light 

Marks 2 

Item stem 
The absolute refractive indices of glass and diamond are 1.5 and 2.4 respectively. Determine 
the ratio of wavelengths of light as it passes from diamond to glass. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 If only formula v= c/μ is correct - 
0.25mark to be awarded. Otherwise 
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μ1=1.5, v1 = c/μ1 = 3 x 108 / 1.5 = 2 x 108m 
Correct value of v1 - 1/2 mark 

μ2=2.4, v2 = c/μ2 = 3 x 108 / 2.4 = 1.25 x 108m 
Correct value of v2 - 1/2 mark 

v1 = υ λ1 and v2 = υ λ2 
If unit is not mentioned 0.25 to be 
deducted. 

v1 / v2 = υ λ1 / υ λ2 

λ1 / λ2 = 2 x 108/ 1.25 x 108 = 5/8 = 0.625 
Correct formula for finding ratio - 1/2 
mark 

 Final value of the ratio - 1/2 mark 

 (1/2 + 1/2 + 1/2 +1/2 =2 marks) 

 

Item: 20 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand 
Content 
Domain Light- Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explains the relation between angle of incidence, angle of refraction and angle of emergence 

Marks 3 

Item stem 
Danny studies the refraction of light through a standard glass slab. Consider the scenario 
where the angle of emergence becomes 90o. 

 (a) What inferences can Danny make about the light's path when this phenomenon occurs? 
Draw the direction of emergent ray. (1mark) 

(b) How will the light's behaviour change if Danny increases the angle of incidence beyond 
this critical value? Explain the underlying reason for this change. (2 marks) 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 
(a) When the angle of emergence becomes 90o, the emergent ray travels 
along the line of separation (interface) between the two media. 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

Diagram - 1/2 with direction of light 
ray, reduce 0.25 if direction of ray is 
not marked. 
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(b) When Danny increases the angle of incidence beyond this critical value, 
the light ray will no longer be refracted, instead it will be completely 
reflected into the glass slab. 

Snell's law states that the ratio of the sines of the angles of incidence and 
refraction is equal to the ratio of the velocities of the two media. 

When the angle of incidence exceeds the critical angle, the angle of 
refraction becomes complex, leading to total internal reflection. 

 
Award 1/2 mark for Snells law 

Award 1 mark for the critical angle 
criteria 

1+ 1/2 = 1.5 mark 

 

Item: 21 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Analyse Content Domain Light- Reflection and refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Evaluates how two convex lenses work together to form highly magnified image. 

Marks 4 

 
 

 
Item stem 

Rina has two convex lenses of focal lengths 10 mm and 20 mm respectively and wants to 
combine to make a compound microscope. From what he had learnt from image 
formation by lens, he has figured out the making of a compound microscope. 

(a) Which one does he use for the objective lens? Why does he prefer? 

(b) Draw ray diagram showing a magnified image formation by the eye piece when the 
object is kept between the focus and centre of curvature of the objective lens. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Response Marks 

Part (a) 

Rina should use a shorter focal lens for objective lens because the objective lens has to 
collect light and form real image. 

 
 

 
1/2 + 1/2 = 1 mark 

Award 1/2 mark each 
for the highlighted 
points. 
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Part (b) 

Representation of 
objective and eye 
piece – 1/2 mark 

Correct positioning of 
object – 1/2 mark 
 

 
Correct image 
formation by objective 
lens – 1 mark 

Correct image 
formation by eye 
piece – 1 mark 
 

 
If no labelling is done, 
0.25 each to be 
deducted. 

 

Item: 22 

Class  10  Subject  Physics  

Cognitive level  Evaluate Content Domain  Light- Reflection and Refraction 

Competency  
C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of curvature) 
to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and extends this 
understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Explains the relation between angle of incidence, angle of refraction and angle of emergence 

Marks  3 

Item stem  

Danny studies the refraction of light through a standard glass slab. Consider the scenario 
where the angle of emergence becomes 90o. 

(a) What inferences can Danny make about the light's path when this phenomenon occurs? 
Draw the direction of emergent ray. (1mark) 

(b) Explore the scenario, where diamond is used instead of glass in optical fibre systems. 
Comment on its advantage and disadvantages in terms of light confinement, weight density 
and cost. [refractive index of diamond = 2.42]  (3 marks) 

Marking Scheme  

Expected Students Response Marks 
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(a) When the angle of emergence becomes 90o, the emergent ray travels along 
the line of separation (interface) between the two media. 

 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

Diagram - 1/2  with direction of 
light ray, reduce 0.25 if direction of 
ray is not marked.  

(b) Diamond 

sinC=1/2.42≈0.4132  

C=sin −1(0.4132)≈24.4∘C. This small critical angle is one of the reasons 
diamonds sparkle so much—they totally internally reflect light very effectively. 

- Better light confinement 
- Density and cost is high 

Award 1/2  mark for correct 
equation  

Award 1/2 mark for the critical 
angle value 

Award 1 mark for connecting 
smaller critical angle with better 
light confinement. 

1mark 

 

Item: 23 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Light – Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Applies the knowledge of reflection by spherical mirror. 

Marks 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item stem 

Given below are diagrams of two different models of solar cookers. 

 

 

In the above diagram food is kept inside the black vessel shown in the figure, model A uses 
a spherical mirror and model B uses a plane mirror. Which among the cooker model, A or 
B cooks food faster? Give reason for your answer 

Marking Scheme: 

Expected Students Response Marks 
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Cooker A cooks faster as it uses a concave reflector (spherical mirror) that 
concentrates sunlight on the vessel better than cooker B which uses a plane mirror 

 
OR 

 
The vessel is kept at the focal point of the spherical mirror in model A 

 
1+1 = 2 M 
(Award 1 mark for any of the 
given response) 

 

Item: 24 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain 
Light – Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Applies the knowledge of ray diagram and reflections from a spherical mirror. 

Marks 3 

 
Item stem 

A man is standing in front of a spherical mirror having a radius of curvature 5 feet. The 
image formed in the mirror is inverted and same size as the object. 

 
i. What type of spherical mirror is it? 

 ii. What will be the distance of the image from the mirror. Explain with a simple ray 
diagram. 

Marking Scheme: 

Expected Students Response Marks 

i. concave mirror 1 mark 

ii. The distance of the image will be 5feet as well, since image produced is same 
size as the object. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

½ mark for the image distance 
 

 
½ mark for correct 
representation of concave mirror 

 
½ mark 
For correct rays with arrows 

 
½ mark for representing inverted 
image on same side as the object 

 
½ + ½ + ½ + ½ = 2 marks 
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Item: 25 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Light – Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-2.3 Manipulates the position of object and properties of lenses (focus, centre of 
curvature) to observe image characteristics and correspondence with a ray diagram, and 
extends this understanding to a combination of lenses (telescope, microscope) 

Learning Outcome Analyses the characteristics of image formed by different configuration of lenses. 

Marks 3 

 
Item stem 

Danny wants to place an object in front of a convex lens where the lens will be able to 
form a virtual and an erect image. Where will he place the object? Explain with the help of 
a diagram. 

Marking Scheme: 

Expected Students Response Marks 

i. Between focus and Optic centre of lens 1 mark 

ii. When an object is placed very close to the lens, between the focus and 
the optical centre, a virtual, erect and enlarged image will be formed on 
the same side as the object. 

 
½ mark – for correct positioning of 
object 
½ mark for correct ray s and directions. 

 

 

½ mark for showing the magnified image 

 
½ mark for correct positioning of the 
image 

 
½ + ½+ ½ + ½ = 2 marks 
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Item :26 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Light – Reflection and Refraction 

 
Competency 

C-8.1 Develops accurate and appropriate models (including geometric, mathematical, 
graphical) to represent real-life events and phenomena using scientific principles and use 
these models to manipulate variables and predict results. 

Learning Outcome 
Applies the knowledge of myopic and hypermetropic eye with the calculation of their 
corrective lenses. 

Marks 3 

 
Item stem 

Kimi’s eye has a far point of 2m. 

 
i. Calculate the focal length of the lens she requires. 
ii. And what kind of lens should she used to clearly see an object at infinity. 

Marking Scheme: 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 
 
 
 
 

 
i.) 1/f = 1/v – 1/u 

- ½ - 1/∞ 
f = -200 cm 

2 marks 

 
Award ½ mark for the correct 
formula 

 
Award ½ mark for correct 
substitution with proper sign 
convention 

 
Award ½ mark for value with 
unit 
Award ½ mark for ‘-‘ sign. 

 
½+ ½ + ½ + ½ = 2 marks 

ii.) The negative sign indicates the diverging lens i.e. concave lens 1 mark 

 
Item: 27 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Human Eye and the Colourful world 

 
Competency 

C-8.1 Develops accurate and appropriate models (including geometric, mathematical, 
graphical) to represent real-life events and phenomena using scientific principles and use 
these models to manipulate variables and predict results. 
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Learning Outcome Applies the properties of electromagnetic radiation in daily life scenario 

Marks 2 

 
Item stem 

When a truck carries a pole longer than its body, part of the pole is extended outward from 
the body, a red cloth or some other red material is used to be hung at the end of the pole. 
Why? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

Red colour has the longest wavelength among the visible spectrum 1 mark 

Red colour scatters the least in a medium 1 mark 

 

 
Item: 28 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Apply Content Domain Electricity 

 
 
Competency 

 
C-2.4: Manipulates and analyse different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Calculates the energy consumption for a given combination of electrical devices 

Marks 4 

 
Item Stem 

An electric motor 1/2 hp is used for 2hr everyday while two electric bulbs of 60W each 
are lit for 4 hours every day. If an electric motor is used only for 1 hour every day in 20 
days, what would be its impact on energy consumption? 

Marking Scheme 
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Expected Response Marks 
Conversion of horsepower into Watt 
1/2 hp = 373W 
 
Before Change 

Electrical energy consumed by motor 
in a day = 373 x 2 = 746 Wh 

 
Electrical energy consumed by bulbs in a day = 60 x 4 = 
480 Wh 

Total energy consumed in 20 days = (746 + 480) x 20 = 
24.52 kWh 

 
After Change 

Electrical energy consumed by motor in one day = 373 
Wh 

 
Electrical energy consumed by motor 
in 20 days = 7460 Wh 

Total energy consumed in 20 days = 17.060 kWh 
 
difference in energy consumption = 24.52 – 17.060 = 
7.46 kWh. 

1/2 mark 
 
 
1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

 
 
 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

1/2 mark 

(Award marks if the final answer is expressed in Wh or 
units) 

 

Item: 29 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Electricity 

 

 
Competency 

 
C-2.4: Manipulates and analyze different characteristics of circuit(current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to 
everyday usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

Learning Outcomes Explains Ohm’s law 

Marks 2 
 
 
 

Item Stem 

According to Ohm’s law, current flowing through a conductor is directly 
proportional to the potential difference provided its temperature remains the same. 

 
a) Explain why the temperature should remain the same? 

b) Will V-I graph obtained always be a straight line for conductors, when Ohm’s 
law is verified experimentally? Justify your answer 
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Marking Scheme 

Expected Response Marks 

a) Temperature in Ohms's law should remain the same because the change in 
temperature effects the resistance of the conductor. 

 
OR 

 
Further, in conductors, if the temperature increases, the resistance increases and vice 
versa 
b) VI graph need not be a straight line in practical scenarios as heating of conductors 

can cause deviation from straight line graph 

1 mark 
 
 
 
 
0.5 + 0.5 = 1 mark 
(Award ½ mark each 
for highlighted points) 

 

Item: 30 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Electricity 

 
 
Competency 

 
C-2.4 Manipulates and analyze different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

Learning Outcomes 
Analyze the factors on which the resistivity and resistance of a material depends. 

Marks 2 
 

 
Item Stem 

 
Two wires, A and B, are made of the same material and are of same length. However, 
wire A has a cross-sectional area that is twice that of wire B. Compare the 
resistances of wire A and B? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Response Marks 
Let the cross-sectional areas of wire B be 'A', and cross-sectional areas of wire A 
be '2A', length of both wire A and B be 'L', and let the resistivity of both the wire 
be ρ, since both the wires are made of same material. Then 

 
RAB = resistance of wire B / resistance of wire A 

= ρL/2A / ρL/A 
= 0.5 
This means that if the cross-sectional area increases, the resistance of the 
conductor decreases, assuming the resistivity and the length of the conductor is 
same. 

½ mark for identifying 
resistivity ρ is same for both A 
and B 

 
 
½ mark for correct equation 

 

 
1 mark for 
RAB = ½ 
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Item: 31 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Apply Content Domain Electricity 

 
Competency 

C-2.4: Manipulates and analyse different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

 
Learning Outcomes 

Calculates power dissipation with respect to change in resistance in a given circuit. 

 
Marks 

 
4 

 

 
Item Stem 

A 20 Ω resistor and a 30 Ω resistor are connected in parallel across a 12V battery. If the 
resistors are heated, their resistances increase by 10% and 20%, respectively. Calculate the 
percentage change in the total power dissipated by the circuit? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Response Marks 

 

 

 
Total equivalent resistance = 1/R1+ 1/R2 = 1/R 

 
= 12 ohm 

 
Power dissipated = V2/R = 12W 

 
After increase by 10%, r1 = 22Ω and r2 = 36Ω 

 
 
 
 

 
Total equivalent resistance connected in parallel after increases by 10% and 20% (Rp) 
= 13.6Ω 

 
New Power dissipated = 11/2 W 

Change in power dissipation = 1.5W 

Change in percentage of power dissipation 
= 12.5 % 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1/2 marks 

 

1/2 marks 

1 mark 
 
(Award 1/2 marks 
for each r1= 22Ω, 
r2= 36Ω) 

 
 
1/2 marks 

 
 
1/2 marks 

1/2 marks 

 
1/2 marks 
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Item: 32 
 

Class 10 Subject Physics 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Electricity 

 

 
Competency 

 
C-2.4 Manipulates and analyze different characteristics of circuit (current, voltage, 
resistance) and mathematises their relationship (Ohm's law) and applies it to everyday 
usage (electricity bill, short circuit, safety measures) 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Explains the effect of connection of resistances in current and voltage of an electric 
circuit 

 
Marks 

 
2 

Item Stem 
Suppose two different resistances R1 and R2 (R1 > R2) in a circuit are connected in 
parallel to each other, what conclusion can be made on the potential difference and 
current across individual resistor of the circuit? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Response Marks 

When the resistance are connected in parallel, the potential difference(V) across each 
resistor will remain the same irrespective of the value of individual resistor. 

 
 
In a parallel circuit, each resistor has the same voltage across it, which is equal to the 
voltage of the source. 

the current in each resistor depends on its resistance: 
 A lower resistance allows more current to flow. 
 A higher resistance allows less current to flow. 

1 mark 
 

(Award 1 mark for 
any of these 
responses) 

 
½ mark 

 
½ mark 

 
(Award only ½ mark 
if it is just the point 
the current in each 
resistor depends on 
its resistance) 
. 
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Chemistry 

 
Item: 33 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item: 34 
 

Class  10 Subject   Chemistry 

Cognitive level  Understand Content Domain  Chemical reactions and equations 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Understands the process of rancidity 

Item stem  

Antioxidants are added to food items containing fat or oil so that their smell and taste 
doesn’t change. Similarly, the chips manufacturers flush the chips packets with a gas to 
maintain their flavour. Identify which gas from below would be the most appropriate for the 
mentioned purpose in terms of cost, availability and properties.  

 

(i) Hydrogen 

(ii) Oxygen 

(iii) Nitrogen 

(iv) Argon  

Key  (iii) 

Distractor 1  (i) 

Distractor 2  (ii) 

Distractor 3  (iv) 
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Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metal & Non-metal 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic table and explains how 
compounds (including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure (Bohr’s 
model) and properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome Differentiates between metals and non metals 

Item stem An element ‘X’ has an electronic configuration of 2,8,7. What is ‘X’? 

Key Non-metal 

Distractor 1 Metal 

Distractor 2 Metalloid 

Distractor 3 Alloy 

 

Item: 35 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metal & Non-metal 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Explains the properties of compounds based on their atomic bonding 

 

 
Item stem 

Consider the following Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 
 
Assertion (A): In solid state, sodium chloride (NaCl) is a poor conductor of electricity. 
Reason (R): In ionic compounds, ions cannot move freely from point to point in a solid 
state. 
 
Choose the correct option from the alternatives provided 

Key Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 1 (A) is true but (R) is false 

Distractor 2 (A) is false but (R) is true 

Distractor 3 Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not a correct explanation of (A) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



137 
 

Item: 36 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metal & Non-metal 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Applies the concept of reactivity series in the given context 

 
 
 
 
Item stem 

Consider the following statements A and B about reactivity of aluminium 
 
Statement A: Food containing iron salts should not be cooked in aluminium utensils as 
aluminium is more reactive than iron. 
Statement B: Aluminium vessels can be used to store sodium salt solutions since aluminium 
is more reactive than sodium 
 
Which among the following options are true w.r.t the given statements? 

Key A is true, B is false 

Distractor 1 A is false, B is true 

Distractor 2 Both A and B are false 

Distractor 3 Both A and B are true 

 

Item: 37 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Remember Content Domain Metal & Non-metal 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Explains various methods to prevent rusting. 

 
 
 
 
 
Item stem 

Rina noticed that an iron railing near his house had developed a reddish-brown layer over 
time. He wanted to prevent further damage and explored various methods to protect iron 
objects. 
 
Which of the following methods should he use to effectively prevent rusting of the railing? 
 
(i) Galvanization 
(ii) Roasting 
(iii) Enamelling 
(iv) Calcination 

Key Both (i) and (iii) 

Distractor 1 Both (ii) and (iv) 

Distractor 2 Only (iv) 

Distractor 3 Both (i) and (ii) 
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Item: 38 

 
Class 10 Subject: Chemistry 
Cognitive level Remember Content domain Acids bases & Salts 
Competency C-1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical 

substances (distillation, 
crystallisation, chromatography, centrifugation, types and 
properties of mixtures, solutions, colloids, and suspensions) 

Learning outcome Describes the action of different types of solutions on indicator. 

Item stem: A student adds a few drops of phenolphthalein to a soap solution. 
The colour of the solution turns pink. What is the reason for this? 

Key: Soap solution is basic in nature. 
Distractor 1 Soap solution is acidic in nature. 
Distractor 2 Soap solution is neutral in nature 
Distractor 3 Colour of phenolphthalein is pink. 

 

Item: 39 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content domain Acids bases & Salts 

Competency: C-1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical substances (distillation, 
crystallisation, chromatography, centrifugation, types and properties of mixtures, 
solutions, colloids, and suspensions) 

Learning outcome: Explains the chemical properties of chemical compounds 

Item stem: Consider the below Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 

 
Assertion (A): Baking soda has alkaline properties when dissolved in water. 

 
Reason (R): Baking soda reacts with hydrochloric acid in the stomach, 
neutralizing acidity and increasing the pH 

 
Select the correct option from the given alternatives 

Key: Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 1 (A) is true but (R) is false 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 3 (A) is false but (R) is true 
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Item: 40 

 
Class 10 Subject Chemistry 
Cognitive level Understand Content domain Acids bases & salts 

Competency: C-1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical substances 
(distillation, crystallisation, chromatography, centrifugation, types and 
properties of mixtures, solutions, colloids, and suspensions) 

Learning outcome: Identifies whether a solution is acidic or basic using litmus paper. 
  

Item stem: Consider the statement (A) and statement (B) about acids and bases and choose 
the correct answer. 

(A) Vinegar turns blue litmus red. 
 
(B) Toothpaste turns red litmus blue. 

Key: (A) and (B) are true 
Distractor 1: (A) and (B) are false 
Distractor 2: (A) is true, (B) is false 
Distractor 3: (A) is false, (B) is true 

 

Item: 41 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 
Cognitive level Understand Content domain Acid, Bases & Salts 
Competency: C-1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical substances (distillation, 

crystallisation, chromatography, centrifugation, types and properties of mixtures, 
solutions, colloids, and suspensions) 

Learning outcome: Explains the pH scale 
Item stem: You are provided with an aqueous solution of an acid and a base. Based upon its 

pH, which of the following statements is correct? 

(i) Higher the pH, stronger the acid 
(ii) Higher the pH, weaker the acid 

(iii) Lower the pH, stronger the base 
(iv) Lower the pH, weaker the base 

Key: (ii) and (iv) 
Distractor 1 (i) and (iii) 
Distractor 2 (ii) and (iii) 
Distractor 3 (i) and (iv) 
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Item: 42 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 
Cognitive 
level 

Remember Content domain Acids bases & Salts 

Comp5tency C-1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical substances (distillation, 
crystallisation, chromatography, centrifugation, types and properties of mixtures, 
solutions, colloids, and suspensions) 

Learning outcome Describes the nature and properties of chemical substances 
Item stem Match the following chemical compounds given in Column I with their 

appropriate application given in Column II: 

Column I Column II 
(a) Bleaching Powder (i) Preparation of glasses 
(b) Baking soda (ii) Food preservative 
(c) Washing soda (iii) Disinfectant 
(d) Sodium chloride (iv) Antacid 

Key (a) and (iii), (b) and (iv), (c) and (i), (d) and (ii) 
Distractor 1 (a) and (ii), (b) and (i), (c) and (iv), (d) and (iii) 
Distractor 2 (a) and (iii), (b) and (iv), (c) and (ii), (d) and (i) 
Distractor 3 (a) and (iv), (b) and (ii), (c) and (i), (d) and (iii) 

 

Item: 43 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Acids, Bases and salts 

 
Competency 

C1.2 Investigates the nature and properties of chemical substances (distillation, crystallisation, 
chromatography, centrifugation, types and properties of mixtures, solutions, colloids, and 
suspensions) 

Learning Outcome Classifies materials based on their pH values. 

 

 
Item stem 

The image shows the pH values of four solutions, A,B,C and D on a pH scale. 

 
Which of the following statement is false with reference to the given image? 

Key Mixture of same amount of B & C will be neutral 

Distractor 1 A is acidic and D is basic. 

Distractor 2 D is the strongest base among the four solutions 

Distractor 3 C is alkaline in nature 
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Item: 44 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Carbon and its compounds 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table, and explains how 
compounds (including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure (Bohr’s 
model) and properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome Explains covalent bond formation in carbon compounds 

 
 

 
Item stem 

Consider the below Assertion (A) and Reason (R) statements: 

 
Assertion (A): Carbon atoms form covalent bonds by sharing electrons with other atoms. 
Reason (R): All carbon electrons are available for bonding. 

 
Select the correct option from given alternatives 

Key (A) is true but (R) is false 

Distractor 1 Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 2 Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct explanation of (A) 

Distractor 3 (A) is false but (R) is true 

 

Item: 45 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Carbon and its compounds 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table, and explains how 
compounds (including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure (Bohr’s 
model) and properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome Differentiates between structure of various organic compounds 

 
 

 
Item stem 

The given image represents the structure of a carbon compound. 

 
Which of the following options appropriately describes the above structure? 

Key Alkane, Ethane, C2H6 

Distractor 1 Alkyne, Ethyne, C2H6 

Distractor 2 Alkane, Methane, C2H6 

Distractor 3 Alkyne, Methyne, C2H6 
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Item: 46 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Remember Content Domain Carbon and its compounds 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table, and explains how 
compounds (including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure (Bohr’s 
model) and properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome Distinguishes the formulae for family of hydrocarbons. 

 
 

 
Item stem 

Match the following hydrocarbons in Column A with their respective formulae in Column 
B: 

Column A Column B 
I. Alkanes 1. CnH2n+2 

II. Alkenes 2. CnH2n-2 

III. Alkynes 3. CnH2n 

Key I=1, II=3, III=2 

Distractor 1 I=1, II=2, III=3 

Distractor 2 I=2, II=1, III=3 

Distractor 3 I=3, II=2, III=1 

 

Item: 47 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Carbon and its compounds 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table, and explains how compounds 
(including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure (Bohr’s model) and 
properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome 
Explains the characteristics of allotropes of an element. 

 

 
Item stem 

Consider the following statements: 
I. Allotropy is the property of some element to exist in two or more different forms. 
II. Allotropes of elements have similar physical properties but distinct chemical properties 
III. Gold and diamond are allotropes of carbon. 
Which of the above statement(s) are true? 

Key Only I 

Distractor 1 Both I & II 

Distractor 2 Both I & III 

Distractor 3 Both II & III 
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Item: 48 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Periodic classification of elements 

 
Competency 

C 1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table and explains how Compounds 
(including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structures (Bohr's Model) and 
properties (valency). 

Learning Outcome Identifies elements and their properties based on their atomic numbers. 
Marks 2 

 
 

 
Item Stem 

Given are the elements A, B, C and D with atomic numbers 8, 9, 10 and 19 respectively. 
Identify the element which is – 

 
i. Highly electronegative in nature 

ii. Highly electropositive in nature 
iii. An inert gas in nature 
iv. Most reactive 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

(i) Element A with atomic number 8; Oxygen ½ mark 
(ii) Element D with atomic number 19; Potassium ½ mark 

(iii) Element C with atomic number 10; Neon ½ mark 

(iv) Element B with atomic number 9; Fluorine 
½ mark 

 
(Award full marks even if element 

names are not given) 

 

Item: 49 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Chemical reactions and equations 

 
Competency 

C-1.1 Describes classification of elements in the Periodic Table, and explains how 
compounds (including carbon compounds) are formed based on atomic structure 
(Bohr’s model) and properties (valency) 

Learning Outcome Relates the valency of the atom to the reactivity of an atom. 

Marks 4 
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Item stem 

The atomic structure of an atom X and atom Y is represented as shown below: 

  

X Y 
1. What is the atomic number of X? 
2. How many valence electrons does Y have? 
3. Which one will be more reactive? Give reason. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

1. Atomic number of X is 11. 1 mark 

2.  Number of valence electrons of Y = 8 1 mark 

3. Atom X will be more reactive because it only has one electron in its 
valency, it can lose this electron easily to form a bond with other 
atoms. While atom Y has completely filled valence shell and does 
not lose or gain electrons to form bonds with other atoms. 

2 marks (Award ½ mark for 
each of the highlighted points) 
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Item: 50 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Apply 
Content 
Domain 

Chemical reactions and equations 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (acid and base, metal, and non-metal, reversible, and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Applies the concept of acids and bases in day- to-day life 

Marks 3 

 
 

 
Item stem 

A commercial acid tanker was involved in a road accident and all its contents were 
spilled on the road. On the side of the road, an iron electric post began fizzing as the 
acid ran over it. 
 
a. Explain why the iron post began fizzing when the acid run over it. 
b. How will you know if the acid is leaked to the nearby lake? 
c. If the acid is leaked on the nearby lake, how will you neutralise it? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 1 mark 

a. When metal came in contact with an acid, hydrogen gas is produced. The fizzing (Similar explanation shall 
sound is due to the hydrogen gas that is liberated during the chemical reaction be accepted – Award 1/2 

 if explanation is unclear) 

b. By dipping blue litmus paper into the water, we can know whether the acid is leaked 
or not. If the acid is leaked, blue litmus paper will turn into red. 

1 mark 
(Award 1/2 mark for each 
of the highlighted point) 

c. Acid can be neutralised by adding basic solution. Award ½ mark if just 
base is given 

Or 
Acid can be neutralized by adding Lime (Calcium hydroxide) / sodium hydroxide or 
sodium Carbonate 

 
Award 1 mark if the base 
is named as any of the 
given bases or anything 
valid. 
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Item: 51 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Chemical reactions and equations 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (acid and base, metal, and non-metal, reversible, and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Explains the electrical conductivity of various solutions. 

Marks 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Item stem 

 

 

Image source: https://images.app.goo.gl/kZTUCEsVL2mao3un6 

 
The above image is of an electric steam vaporiser that we commonly used during Covid 
19 pandemic. The vaporizer has electrodes that passes electric current through the water 
which results in heating of water. 

 
To produce maximum vapour/steam which of the two liquids will you fill in the 
vaporizer: a) Distilled water b) Salt water? Give reason to support your answer. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 1 mark 

- To produce maximum vapour/steam will fill the vaporizer with salt water. 
 

 
- Distilled water is a poor conductor of electricity, so it heats up slowly and produces 

less steam. Saltwater is a good conductor of electricity, leading to faster heating and 
more steam production. 

2 marks 
(Award ½ mark for 

each of the 
highlighted points) 
½+ ½ + ½ + ½ = 2 

marks 
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Item: 52 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Chemical reactions and equations 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (acid and base, metal, and non-metal, reversible, and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Explains chemical properties of acids and bases in the given scenario 

Marks 2 

 
Item stem 

Two boys ‘A’ and ‘B’ prepare dilute sulphuric acid (H2SO4). ‘A’ added concentrated 
H2SO4 to water slowly with constant stirring and cooling. While ‘B’ added water to 
concentrated H2SO4. 

 Who did the process correctly? What are the consequences of doing the incorrect 
procedure? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

 
- ‘A’ did it correctly. ‘B’ did it incorrectly. If water is added to a conc. acid a large amount of 
heat will be produced. 

Or 

- Adding water to conc. acid is an exothermic reaction 

- This high heat may cause injuries 

Or 

-This high heat may cause explosion ‘ 

 

 
1 Mark 

 
 
 

 
½ mark + ½ mark 
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Item: 53 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive Level Understand Content Domain Chemical Reactions and Equations 

 
Competency 

C 1.3 Describes and represents chemical interaction changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (Acids and base, non-metal, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Differentiates between Oxidation and Reduction reactions 
Marks 3 

 
 

 
Item Stem 

Identify the reducing agent in the following reactions: 
(i) 4NH3 + 5O2 → 4NO + 6H2O 

(ii) Fe2O3 + 3CO → 2Fe + 3CO2 
(iii) ZnO + C → Zn + CO 
(iv) SO2 + 2H2S → 2H2O + 3S 
(v) CuO + H2 → Cu + H2O 

(vi) MnO2 + 4HCl → MnCl2 + 2H2O 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 
(i) NH3 ½ mark 

(ii) CO ½ mark 

(iii) C ½ mark 
(iv) H2S ½ mark 

(v) H2 ½ mark 

(vi) HCl ½ mark 

 

 

Item: 54 

Class  10  Subject  Chemistry 

Cognitive level  Analyze Content Domain  Chemical reactions and equations 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (acid and base, metal, and non-metal, reversible, and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Explain the law of conservation of mass and its relevance in balancing chemical equation. 

Marks  4 

Item stem  

a. Taking the example of cellular respiration in animals, explain the law of conservation 
of mass and its relevance in balancing chemical equations.  

b. Can we consider photosynthesis and respiration as a single reversible reaction.? Give 
reason. 

Marking Scheme 
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Expected Students Response Marks 

a. During Cellular respiration: 

-The reactants: glucose (C6H12O6) and oxygen (O2) 

-The products: carbon dioxide (CO2) and water (H2O) 

-The chemical equation: 

C6H12O6 + 6 O2 ---- 6 CO2+ 6 H2O 

-The number of atoms of reactants equals the number of atoms of products, 
i.e.6 carbon atoms, 12 hydrogen atoms, 18 oxygen atoms. 

-No atoms are created or destroyed during this process, they're just 
rearranged into molecules of carbon dioxide and water. 

½ mark 

½ mark 

 

 

1 mark 

 

 

½ + ½ =1 Mark 

Similar kind of explanation shall be 
accepted with reactants, products and 
chemical reaction. 

The chemical equation shall be as 
furnished. 

Deduct 0.25 for each pointer if it’s a bit 
unclear but provides a similar sense. 

Award 0 if each pointer is unclear and 
irrelevant 

b. -Photosynthesis requires an input of energy (light) that is stored in a 
chemical compound glucose while cellular respiration breaks down 
glucose to release energy.  
-Different cellular components (chloroplast and Mitochondria) enzymes 
and pathways are used during the two reactions. So, they’re two 
completely different reactions and not a single reversible reaction. 

½ + ½  =1 Mark 

 

Similar kind of explanation shall be 
accepted 

Deduct 0.25 for each pointer if it’s a bit 
unclear but provides a similar sense. 

Award 0 if each pointer is unclear and 
irrelevant 
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Item: 55 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Apply Content Domain Metals and non-metals 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome 
Applies knowledge of electronic configurations to predict chemical properties of 
materials 

Marks 4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Item stem 

Given are the electronic configurations of three elements: X = 2,5 Y = 2,8,7 Z = 2,8,2 

Answer the following based on the configurations: 

(a) (i) Which two elements will combine to form an ionic compound? Justify your answer 
based on their electronic configurations. 

(ii) Write the correct formula of the compound formed and explain the type of bonding 
involved. 

(b) (i) Identify the non-metal among the given elements and explain how you determined 
this. 

(ii) Which element undergoes oxidation in the reaction? Justify your answer with the 
concept of electron transfer. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

a) 
(i) Y = 2,8,7 

Z=2,8,2 

(ii) Y- Cl, X- Mg (Magnesium Chloride), 

The electronic configuration favours Ionic Bonding 

Award 1 marks for each 
2 

correct answer. 
 

 
½ + ½ + ½ + ½ = 2 marks 

b) (i) Chlorine (cl) is non-metal as the valency is 7 

(ii) Magnesium (Mg) undergoes oxidation due to loss of electrons 

½ + ½ = 1 mark 

½ + ½ = 1 mark 
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Item: 56 
 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metals and non-metals 

Competency C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome 
Applies knowledge of the reactivity series of metals to predict chemical reactions and 
analyse their reversibility. 

Marks 3 

 
 
 
 

 
Item stem 

A student sets up an experiment by placing a zinc strip into a blue-coloured copper sulphate 
solution. After some time, the blue colour fades, and a reddish-brown substance appears 
on the zinc strip. 

Based on this experiment, answer the following questions: 

(a) Write a balanced chemical equation for the reaction that takes place. 

(b) Explain whether this reaction is reversible or not. Justify your answer with reasons 
based on the reactivity of metals. 

(c) What type of chemical reaction is occurring in this experiment? 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

(a) Zn(s) + CuSO₄(aq) → ZnSO₄(aq) + Cu(s) 1 mark 

(b) The reaction is not reversible because zinc is more reactive than copper, 
so copper cannot replace zinc back in the solution. 

½ + ½ = 1 mark 

(c) Displacement reaction 1 mark 
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Item: 57 

 

Class 10 Subject Chemistry 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metals and non-metals 

Competency C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Analyse the properties, advantages, and limitations of alloys in different applications. 

Marks 3 

 
 
 

 
Item stem 

A technician is given two materials—pure lead and solder alloy—to repair delicate 
electronic circuits. 

a. If you were the technician, which material would you choose? Justify your choice with 
at least two reasons. 

b. Some modern industries are replacing lead-based solder with lead-free alternatives. 
Evaluate the possible advantages and disadvantages of this change. 

c. Do you think alloys are always better than pure metals? Support your answer with 
examples. 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

a. Solder alloy is the best choice because it has a lower melting point and provides a 
stronger, more reliable joint. 

Using pure lead may cause damage to delicate components due to its higher melting point 
and weak bonding strength. 

 

 
½ + ½ =1 M 

b. Advantages of lead-free solder: Environmentally friendly, safer for health. 
Disadvantages: Higher melting point, may require advanced equipment. ½ + ½ =1 M 

(Award ½ mark for any 1 
advantage/ disadvantage. 
Similar answers can be 
accepted) 

c. Alloys are not always better than pure metals; for example, gold (pure) is preferred in 
jewellery for its luster and corrosion resistance, but steel (an alloy) is stronger than iron. 

½ + ½ = 1 M 

Similar explanation can 
be accepted. 



153 
 

Item: 58 
 

 

Class 10 Subject Science 

Cognitive level Understand Content Domain Metals and non-metals 

Competency 
C-1.3 Describes and represents chemical interactions and changes using symbols and 
chemical equations (metal and non-metal, acid and base, reversible and irreversible) 

Learning Outcome Analyse the process of electrolysis of fused salt to produce H2 gas 

Marks 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Item stem 

To produce Hydrogen gas for commercial purpose, Mr. Mawia used the assembly shown 
in the diagram below 

 

 
 
Source: https://stargatehydrogen.com/blog/basics-of-hydrogen-electrolysis/ 

(a) (i) Identify the name of the method used for hydrogen gas production. 

(ii) Which component undergoes reduction in this process? 

(b) Write the chemical reactions taking place at both the cathode and anode during this 
process. 

(c) Hydrogen gas is considered a future energy source. Evaluate its role in sustainable 
energy and suggest one challenge that needs to be overcome for its large-scale use. (2) 

Marking Scheme 

Expected Students Response Marks 

a) (i) Electrolysis 

(ii) H+ ions get reduced to Hydrogen gas. 

1 1 
+ = 1 𝑚𝑎𝑟𝑘 

2 2 

b) 

At Cathode: 2H⁺ + 2e⁻ → H₂ 

1 mark for reaction at 
Cathode 


